
Required Summer Reading for High School  
Northland Christian School  

Summer 2026  

As an English Department, we believe that reading is such an important activity to engage in 
during the summer months for enrichment and educational purposes. Please look at the page for 
the grade you will be in for next year to see your summer reading selection and follow the 
instructions listed. For all classes, we require students to annotate their novel using the 
annotation instructions. The annotations will help students gather information for a project 
which will be assigned when we return to school in the fall.  

For students who will be taking 11th AP Language or 12th AP Literature, you will have an 
assignment to complete this summer. Instructions are listed below. 

 
Annotation Instructions  

Annotating while reading promotes active reading which in turn increases focus, 
comprehension, retention, and making connections. You are required to annotate your novel 
during summer reading. Although you may underline, box, and highlight as you read, required 
annotations need to be in the form of handwritten words & short phrases. You must include 
THREE annotations per chapter. Annotations are due on the first day of school. Below is a list 
of common elements to annotate while reading in a novel.  

1. Characters  
● As characters are introduced, write the character’s name in the margin with a brief,  but 

specific description- Kris- Hale’s 14-year-old troubled daughter  
2. Settings  

● As settings are introduced, write the setting (place, time, season…) in the margin with a brief, 



but specific description- Two years have passed since Ron’s death, and  it’s now December 
2001, Davenport, Iowa.  

 
3. Conflicts  

● Label and briefly describe the conflict. Man vs society, Kari vs. society’s limited views 
on women’s rights  

4. Shifts  
● Changes are important- annotate important shifts/changes in mood, tone, setting, or  syntax 

with brief, but specific words- Sudden tone shift from admiring to condemning. Abrupt 
tone= syntax shift to short, curt dialogue.  

5. Irony  
● What kind of irony? Situational irony- Bill started the fire?!?!  

6. Predictions  
● Keep it simple but specific- Nila will accept Tor’s challenge to enter the triathlon. 7. 

Questions  
● Keep it simple but specific- Why include this scene? How do they know each other? 8. 

Foreshadowing  
● Active reading helps readers pick up on subtle hints about plot development. Tom will 

meet Kira later in the story.  
9. Themes  

● Use single thematic words in the margin. Track underlying messages/big ideas through 
the chapters. Courage, Friendship, Challenges...  

10. Motifs  
● a recurrent image, idea, or symbol that develops or explains a theme. Time,  Dreams, 

Flowers...  
11. Summary sentence at the end of each chapter- this can be a question or a thought. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
High School Reading List:  

  
 Freshman English 

 

 

For students entering 9th grade and taking academic level English, please 
read the following book. Then, follow the directions given for annotating 
your book as you read. 

 

 
 

The Giver by Lois Lowry 
 

For students entering 9th grade and taking Honors English, please read 
the following book. Then, follow the directions given for annotating 

your book as you read. 

 
 

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 

https://www.amazon.com/Giver-Quartet-Lois-Lowry/dp/0544336267/ref=sr_1_1?crid=272WU2L2HJT36&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.4QuOIpYXxoygxokyAFaygTOKKQBgo9tmW8ajPMLe4eljvxGloOWl8pfX-YTHyMTzowDCwwwIlTTp5eSXFuR5TX2orb966PBzMphR3aWDK2SciJXUz0gRU42qdE0WBuleLOBrWBRTMzWdhbJjR3pr4gdW8sPIN71zsa0XImIkqLaA8RpirjhGJtn66J2LkLiGUqmEltp60N5AtRox9_Z0AZwJi3_LZyIj1kHYMKVJydo.2Gbar_SxbD6XB8uMgLBBb6wX40aChp4GtrimncA4sVM&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+giver&qid=1774381924&sprefix=the+giver%2Caps%2C173&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Fahrenheit-451-Ray-Bradbury/dp/1451673310/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2R2R3QYOYEVA5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.-9ho4xRnzvCHdCT6Thu9aNaXw8XDy09HDVgYn32ZWwqK85v28IRCBji6ksI9bLj9Or5koABVDEMT4ZtcXdR3jyLaZwEDBWmbG18PuygcQSEsyt89hev4Hx68WR-50dXDNsNXId-6YZ55JvEISLuwnC7_WsCDUs7aU9t4YhJAklw5wyt5yIMhwEqAFk-NofrVm9A90MmFc4-PCGQ04WpsDtdxpjzpM9EyRWZnImOrsOA.dTYHg1pe1qiQXXgzI7UdC_0b4Pnovmtv_Cyu2MzbWuY&dib_tag=se&keywords=fahrenheit+451&qid=1774382000&sprefix=fahren%2Caps%2C172&sr=8-1


Sophomore English 
 

For students entering 10th grade and taking on-level English, please read the following book. 
Then, follow the directions given for annotating your book as you read. 

 
Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card 

 

For students entering 10th grade and taking Honors English, please read the following book. 
Then, follow the directions given for annotating your book as you read. 

 
The Alchemist  

by Paulo Coelho 

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Enders-Game-Ender-Quintet-1/dp/1250773024/ref=sr_1_1?crid=JDKF0BPOQSBR&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.y5lTyplGrvvgp_eLA4ZlvoPApYD1Uu9WfVgg_r8xqAkuIgG3Yy8huWwkJ5NM1j9qK0ez9IljTCtJBN31kxKJLt6Jow17mIk1Ovx3DmqNRIS34-C-P0bQPudTaLpw63YL3oW7EVMxPjiUPS2l9hCF1_Y7yrOa0wKQJiqAP_wlAFs3igXjZx__fWPeXCEcMYrnctEGRS7tYeyJa3P46b7JYXDi8DQ6BB_c6LZsPxGStEU.uta10UlKEXA3g4zqV7X-n3jyqJF8m0xvmSGP7E3iwOM&dib_tag=se&keywords=ender%27s+game+book&qid=1747190365&sprefix=ender%27s+game+book%2Caps%2C171&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Alchemist-Spiritual-Self-Discovery-Novel_Get-Captivating/dp/0062315005/ref=sr_1_1?crid=146TGUQHWD1V1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.oUSaMmdTbyPBivuJLFm4Q2IpOskm1vDi1siQw2vC8q_N1jd6p7G5etLJT5uE6tEGROdEQVeziuAafcOjdj_20lgaQIQ_FryDb00NsHuYhRv3-dY2S_bdTclz7DlRVoHSemZn80PfLy3MhFflLSrNkpgu_9IN-rtYL5JNjYVfdzXR28UIylFsOSx9u6R9TMxutM5c50k1CfxsFffOP8TkwFQpsPZcDNILrRrnqG8AyjM.HYBUrjBI00BZnY7ELlELn564UHn2V9ehYreNVOuQXxs&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+alchemist&qid=1774382133&sprefix=the+al%2Caps%2C179&sr=8-1


Junior English 

 
 

On-level: 
If you are taking on-level English, you will read and annotate your book and will get your 
assignment when you return in August.  You must have one annotation/post-it per chapter. 
 

 
 

Tuesdays with Morrie 
By Mitch Albom 

 

 
 
AP Language and Composition: 
If you are taking AP Language and Composition, you will read one of the following books and 
then click here for your assignment which must be completed prior to the first week of school. 

 

 
 
 

    
 
                             

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Tuesdays-Morrie-Greatest-Lesson-Anniversary/dp/076790592X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2U3BLLLOAF9XF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.TkQXex__nkf07ZnPQa3wxJRUFLGnHKLQ7iGz7xykDiHZCAKz4SSXAYz9k5w7g-tjSOmVZfzZp9E_6Z2q2Snol1rsif35bwTAmMXlsy6mqfMp8JXl_NyD90hjOWrfmWPMW7tWAJr8dRY_vTEpnPG1AHjaS2FI7HrCzmwdzWBsNGFf_HZm1lin9omIyDHVi8AlPjlgdndHDrCsXWqxgih6hL4lTr6hV74yUEgNObX4XHo.ASLDGmvT980hP1M6qJaS54VBd5ZZqGj-SR39MCAw0XE&dib_tag=se&keywords=tuesdays+with+morrie+book&qid=1774382430&sprefix=tuesdays+%2Caps%2C206&sr=8-1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l47-DKhXuGqmub4LO77Ot5ehXCC6zAN47ihCUXH8WRk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.amazon.com/Everything-Tuberculosis-Persistence-Deadliest-Infection/dp/0525556575/ref=sr_1_1?crid=26WCH9048OI8K&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.7jMol7tEGWRRwq2aD0sOScJuIkPmzvilMIzVq48bmPSOx-6SUpePvaHpdGyNnJd5Ka20GE64B1rDmpt4_zZ2BEKhYY-QrjweKvONEoalrDvyR7LLd4c9Hz52srZxxj7Hr11OMnwIn4zfLBoexAiNaP9gYI3xhVPV12Wnvjhn9FR1mGCKreWanrLJZKH05CoAWexVpnR96agDUaG9m5kGm7NCnvehl3GPE4ZbP_HUR5E.70SbdyKVZdap_QhtVIII7-IIEHeY0cYyopsMBqenr-4&dib_tag=se&keywords=everything+is+tuberculosis&qid=1774373356&sprefix=everything+is+%2Caps%2C541&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Boys-Boat-Americans-Berlin-Olympics/dp/159413779X/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.RBwpLbxCl198G37uvconcj5fClVTL2veL7VqvoDp61wZ7EATwg3nwXJe4QjhrMX8-6E2S5bQjOiaqMackLJTxcw5q9lAZX4CbF5cwgQzd-iEuyy_6byhmYiyCNXCgqsieKJCnc_QvV4iPj7IpUv1lIel_dpbFSYuiUMGRKZ_65AyFe_Qbg6GRFdGkGf0DD6sUBuM_K6InJRD4an8i05QAsn5aOmnZIyzOcQ2r_pV6pQ.8-GZEued5Nz_qGbfpjb0a0ztvEPEFy46A6fiTDWebNs&qid=1774373414&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Killers-Flower-Moon-Osage-Murders/dp/0307742482/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3VL041CH4NLSF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.CilI7gOGGmi_8pKIA_BLlKhYcy-AexrCxomkzyhXXGwSCEyYz_lorIV4Q6fHZ8MKidSNUTGL-ZhQrn284evLnOm54csaoF4yXn15SPqyWH6ifCs76jwR4MBD626qB_cbSZ4nzWnhOzQmqGcO7n8WlrwUHEQIlyXZylekG2l46L_ywOa9l4BEr2vDjxxZVrRvSmkvivGGHImisxc7S7uDQrJ7YZLnHgQVlQYNIdiU4GY.XOuDgSLPTuTBGDV_1_kYjVxLQX_uP-l3zkCAvoa0tNE&dib_tag=se&keywords=killers+of+the+flower+moon&qid=1774373546&sprefix=killers+of+the+flower+moo%2Caps%2C182&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Tuesdays-Morrie-Greatest-Lesson-Anniversary/dp/076790592X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CY745JYRYDKI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.TkQXex__nkf07ZnPQa3wxJRUFLGnHKLQ7iGz7xykDiHZCAKz4SSXAYz9k5w7g-tjSOmVZfzZp9E_6Z2q2Snol1rsif35bwTAmMXlsy6mqfMp8JXl_NyD90hjOWrfmWPMW7tWAJr8dRY_vTEpnPG1AHjaS2FI7HrCzmwdzWBsNGFf_HZm1lin9omIyDHVi8AlPjlgdndHDrCsXWqxgih6hL4lTr6hV74yUEgNObX4XHo.ASLDGmvT980hP1M6qJaS54VBd5ZZqGj-SR39MCAw0XE&dib_tag=se&keywords=tuesdays+with+morrie+book&qid=1774373637&sprefix=tuesdays+with+%2Caps%2C187&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Am-Malala-Stood-Education-Taliban/dp/0316322423/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1EZLQ442R4XII&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.bYV9nwHpEc_2ova6yLK-Mq0atOtOr8oevkOQy__JePNGUgkvFk3gKD7wzL234qPLXdv_0112UlmbcIAG-EVAVGC85rsEq32AM_P1EKC7KUMJjSasg9gJaSXvq1BlnUICL7mmHAZD8d0t7pfN0X7RkHFoIheKpnp6hn7w6riAKxZBUB6mAn9dZeFIovirXoKL2MjlJhMnatxPQH51ZuBwOrfh2gETw85ii3kUGU47FcM.A5MyNvHtGqCXPudJjIbOy2KoC53zGRrzvlj3GxjNf2A&dib_tag=se&keywords=i+am+malala&qid=1777306379&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=i+am+malal%2Caps%2C233&sr=8-1


Senior English 
All students entering 12th grade must choose one of the following books to read over the summer.  
 
On-level: 
If you are taking on-level English, you will read and annotate your book and will get your 
assignment when you return in August. You must have one annotation/post-it per chapter. 
 

 

12th-AP English Literature 
Please choose one book to read and complete this assignment before you return to school in 

August. If you need help choosing a book, please contact Mrs. McCathran. You are encouraged 
to read the synopsis of the books on Amazon and/or Goodreads to see what is interesting to you. 
 

 
This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger 

 
The Samurai’s Garden by Gail Tsukiyama 

 
 

Kindred by Octavia E. Butler 

 
 

Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt 

 
Project Hail Mary by Andy Weir 

 
Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/112ruvgPagzi7MWNmorwhOAMoAtuSNxbFuQelPw9R8Eo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.amazon.com/This-Tender-Land-William-Krueger/dp/1476749302/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Samurais-Garden-Novel-Gail-Tsukiyama/dp/0312144075
https://www.amazon.com/Kindred-Octavia-Butler/dp/0807083690/ref=sr_1_1?crid=JGDC5Y0JJ5O4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.vDRHB69E8QepH4lddug9XqAUk4NmpMn25dSv05Du_DusMIIk6eNvXahWih7o9eIoUpJb6AnwXcQVc73q9BFgtzQWfrF7Nz9MUgAQEKD7kgB3X5uidJnFWo7S-Vz5PqDQcjoQ4XqaOx5LHjao0be3kNtBuWnngwtfGeGsGM7SJkkpYCA9G61yOIEc5JOt-_CN4uffLQ6nxguTc_yiMMaA_u_st7p8fNmjb8qYfLyUono.UulJNcqSB6P1B8rXIf67rTGiecdJ63s8aSVm3VbYzZs&dib_tag=se&keywords=kindred&qid=1774365106&sprefix=kindre%2Caps%2C202&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Remarkably-Bright-Creatures-Shelby-Pelt/dp/0063204150
https://www.amazon.com/Project-Hail-Mary-Andy-Weir/dp/0593135229/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2JRWR5E0D10KM&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.TU9TJG3FtWWwIR_QSKd7yUl0lY-f9-vkFEUZFepGMidS8rVehztsE_cIhYqyT9hUCqm3oC63Jpp2G6swVuYhIiozRnKjBIP9i7sb5UCr8PkDjLPSkzKJ6CuaWH0ot3811l-yQNh8fKOnoYO6asCsUSYMDPG6hiK6GEfORbegCktpj7CexzfTH7-dDtee4sopgY2DFH6Au7PhDfPeBnV4h7gL1Uti1FL9oZdwBM5k-qM.9920WnlMWYQMn0QCdUNkv5JjBDI6gexwCV7iqquo4mg&dib_tag=se&keywords=project+hail+mary+book&qid=1777307993&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=project+hail+mary+boo%2Caps%2C415&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Where-Crawdads-Sing-Delia-Owens/dp/0735219109/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0


 


