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Required Summer Reading for High School
Northland Christian School
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Summer 2025

As an English Department, we believe that reading is such an important activity to engage in
during the summer months for enrichment and educational purposes. Please look at the page for
the grade you will be in for next year to see your summer reading selection and follow the
instructions listed. For all classes, we require students to annotate their novel using the
annotation instructions. The annotations will help students gather information for a project
which will be assigned when we return to school in the fall. For students who will be taking
11th AP Language or 12th AP Literature, you will have an assignment to complete this
summer. Instructions are listed below.

Annotation Instructions
Annotating while reading promotes active reading which in turn increases focus,
comprehension, retention, and making connections. You are required to annotate your novel
during summer reading. Although you may underline, box, and highlight as you read, required
annotations need to be in the form of handwritten words & short phrases. You must include
THREE annotations per chapter. Annotations are due on the first day of school. Below is a list
of common elements to annotate while reading in a novel.

1. Characters
® As characters are introduced, write the character’s name in the margin with a brief, but
specific description- Kris- Hale’s 14-year-old troubled daughter
2. Settings
® As settings are introduced, write the setting (place, time, season...) in the margin with a brief,
but specific description- Two years have passed since Ron’s death, and it’s now December
2001, Davenport, lowa.



3. Conflicts
e [abel and briefly describe the conflict. Man vs society, Kari vs. society’s limited views
on women'’s rights
4. Shifts
e Changes are important- annotate important shifts/changes in mood, tone, setting, or syntax
with brief, but specific words- Sudden tone shift from admiring to condemning. Abrupt
tone= syntax shift to short, curt dialogue.
5. Irony
e What kind of irony? Situational irony- Bill started the fire?!?!
6. Predictions
e Keep it simple but specific- Nila will accept Tor’s challenge to enter the triathlon. 7.
Questions
e Keep it simple but specific- Why include this scene? How do they know each other? 8.
Foreshadowing
e Active reading helps readers pick up on subtle hints about plot development. Tom will
meet Kira later in the story.
9. Themes
e Use single thematic words in the margin. Track underlying messages/big ideas through
the chapters. Courage, Friendship, Challenges...
10. Motifs
® a recurrent image, idea, or symbol that develops or explains a theme. Time, Dreams,
Flowers...
11. Summary sentence at the end of each chapter- this can be a question or a thought.



High School Reading List:
Freshman English

For students entering 9th grade and taking academic level English,
please read the following book. Then, follow the directions given for
annotating your book as you read.
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The Boys Who Challenged Hitler by Phillip Hoose

For students entering 9th grade and taking Honors English, please read
the following book. Then, follow the directions given for annotating
your book as you read.

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak



https://www.amazon.com/Boys-Who-Challenged-Hitler-Churchill/dp/1338030116/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1683147074&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Book-Thief-Markus-Zusak/dp/0375842209/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3L6EYQ79K0M6Q&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.sNHYohCJz4YRpTnZx5qbzKdqeevH_sPDK4l7wxGSBxIHwgXwsmBajZK4cKFoopPPUZMxFXcC16FIvNvW4qE91CxbmvfNFeQCOWETPgkhLqoSgAHkVDlcKdQLYaOlaKbhzxUj5PGqwJD-eQcxdTAnJTjUEgraJIccwjCmXYccKXJJ9xwyBMOa5liMQeXKVR35SkKmk_cf7hoKMT-Qb3oVsWktROrcuu9c-Lqd_Dno2H8.oZ0HffR6ckuxKbI9B11CYNDLslLDERv3sPCHxZG4Duk&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+book+thief&qid=1715564699&s=books&sprefix=the+book+theif%2Cstripbooks%2C164&sr=1-1

Sophomore English

For students entering 10th grade and taking on-level English, please read the following book.
Then, follow the directions given for annotating your book as you read.
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Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card

For students entering 10th grade and taking Honors English, please read the following book.
Then, follow the directions given for annotating your book as you read.
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Purple Hibiscus
by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie



https://www.amazon.com/Enders-Game-Ender-Quintet-1/dp/1250773024/ref=sr_1_1?crid=JDKF0BPOQSBR&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.y5lTyplGrvvgp_eLA4ZlvoPApYD1Uu9WfVgg_r8xqAkuIgG3Yy8huWwkJ5NM1j9qK0ez9IljTCtJBN31kxKJLt6Jow17mIk1Ovx3DmqNRIS34-C-P0bQPudTaLpw63YL3oW7EVMxPjiUPS2l9hCF1_Y7yrOa0wKQJiqAP_wlAFs3igXjZx__fWPeXCEcMYrnctEGRS7tYeyJa3P46b7JYXDi8DQ6BB_c6LZsPxGStEU.uta10UlKEXA3g4zqV7X-n3jyqJF8m0xvmSGP7E3iwOM&dib_tag=se&keywords=ender%27s+game+book&qid=1747190365&sprefix=ender%27s+game+book%2Caps%2C171&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Purple-Hibiscus-Chimamanda-Ngozi-Adichie/dp/1616202416

Junior English

All students entering 11th grade must choose one of the following books to read over the summer.

On-level:
If you are taking on-level English, you will read and annotate your book and will get your
assignment when you return in August.

AP Language and Composition:
If you are taking AP Language and Composition, you must read and annotate your book AND

complete this assignment BEFORE school begins in August. Click here to download the
assignment.
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The Boy Who Harnessed Outliers Boys in the Boat
the Wind by William by Malcolm Gladwell (Young Readers Edition)
Kamkwamba by Daniel James Brown
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I am Malala (Young Readers Edition) The Hiding Place
by Malala Yousafzai by Corrie Ten Boom



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AQeMmB7-PSMbMF-FzZKMQLrASDY1Gy4HnLbDV_Vkm5Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AQeMmB7-PSMbMF-FzZKMQLrASDY1Gy4HnLbDV_Vkm5Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.amazon.com/Boy-Who-Harnessed-Wind-Electricity/dp/0061730335
https://www.amazon.com/Outliers-Story-Success-Malcolm-Gladwell/dp/0316017930
https://www.amazon.com/Boys-Boat-Young-Readers-Adaptation/dp/0147516854
https://www.amazon.com/Am-Malala-Education-Changed-Readers/dp/0316327913
https://www.amazon.com/Hiding-Place-Corrie-Ten-Boom/dp/0800794052/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2WOH8DQMKNM7U&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.RvyQ5x9FNI_n36Maq3iFVoo4Yh2FD4KzX1NZLA7mr8dMPWC-lOCeKS6Tu7dNyCGAwuiQHIEjxcmDM_7l6a3LdNJjv3q03mm6y_MAcgvhtm805dnPX1zdB3lqHi66j2-WBG4vnx6YOdC_xSA67r9cWnZSjPmWEJKlRAy7pIVoARF65tgi26n4V7M_KrFCZzuO_8_2Cl-OwIwPY22HGivo2xpXxKZqq2_H4KwsLQQW0n0.vviwqGivpsM_E3praXp-tbeK0lim2lIrG-42W7l1oW4&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+hiding+place+by+corrie+ten+boom&qid=1747234646&s=books&sprefix=the+hidin%2Cstripbooks%2C173&sr=1-1

Senior English

All students entering 12th grade must choose one of the following books to read over the summer.

On-level:

If you are taking on-level English, you will read and annotate your book and will get your
assignment when you return in August.

12th-AP English Literature

Please choose one book to read and complete this assignment before you return to school in
August. If you need help choosing a book, please contact Mrs. McCathran.
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This Tender Land by William
Kent Krueger

GAIL TSUKIY.

The Samurai’s Garden by Gail
Tsukiyama
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Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda
Ngozi Adichie

1984 by George Orwell

Remarkably Bright Creatures by
Shelby Van Pelt
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cRpT FROM CLOUD CUCKOO LAND

All the Light we Cannot See by
Anthony Doerr



https://docs.google.com/document/d/112ruvgPagzi7MWNmorwhOAMoAtuSNxbFuQelPw9R8Eo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.amazon.com/This-Tender-Land-William-Krueger/dp/1476749302/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Samurais-Garden-Novel-Gail-Tsukiyama/dp/0312144075
https://www.amazon.com/Purple-Hibiscus-Chimamanda-Ngozi-Adichie/dp/1616202416
https://www.amazon.com/1984-Signet-Classics-George-Orwell/dp/0451524934/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3H1WW0C72LYAK&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.j8z-cLWRUg8sbRPWeuw4s29Is-c2NWzH_91mcyeICwOdp0NqFn_1E5qeFxTn3mMJMCLaod2eoK6bjmzX7OekQmuSLDRHqodV-YAYG340ogOO9PHyrhXlo4yCPDSWd-rPvfSI2KE_35QUE53ou-AqmGPWzqYZ35qSibqcpUaMHwGuSASCNwIyKlIxmmFHe4n7voqDneWsRy5EjD4TAWJyc9TwQI2amcBdNcekIdejcN_lbdPidPOKpe2VTb2hgOCMciRqdvupBRS5_DwkerQZwuUCzuyX42DX1dl8_uN8Ykg.uyxhBm5mMjS6spG9hoIstXGQmum9jmV4aouqAGkG4cA&dib_tag=se&keywords=1984&qid=1715567321&s=books&sprefix=1984%2Cstripbooks%2C191&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Remarkably-Bright-Creatures-Shelby-Pelt/dp/0063204150
https://www.amazon.com/All-Light-We-Cannot-See/dp/1501173219

