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As an English Department, we believe that reading is such an important activity to
engage in during the summer months for enrichment and educational purposes. Please
look at the page for the grade you will be in for next year to see your summer reading
selection and follow the instructions listed. For many grades, we require students to
annotate their novel using the annotation instructions. The annotations will help
students gather information for a project which will be assigned when we return
to school in the fall.

Annotation Instructions
Annotating while reading promotes active reading which in turn increases focus,
comprehension, retention, and making connections. You are required to annotate your
novel during summer reading. Although you may underline, box, and highlight as you
read, required annotations need to be in the form of handwritten words & short phrases.
You must include THREE annotations per chapter. Annotations are due on the first day
of school. Below is a list of common elements to annotate while reading in a novel.

1. Characters
● As characters are introduced, write the character’s name in the margin with a brief,

but specific description- Kris- Hale’s 14-year-old troubled daughter
2. Settings

● As settings are introduced, write the setting (place, time, season…) in the margin with
a brief, but specific description- Two years have passed since Ron’s death, and it’s
now December 2001, Davenport, Iowa.



3. Conflicts
● Label and briefly describe the conflict. Man vs society, Kari vs. society’s limited

views on women’s rights
4. Shifts

● Changes are important- annotate important shifts/changes in mood, tone, setting, or
syntax with brief, but specific words- Sudden tone shift from admiring to
condemning. Abrupt tone= syntax shift to short, curt dialogue.

5. Irony
● What kind of irony? Situational irony- Bill started the fire?!?!

6. Predictions
● Keep it simple but specific- Nila will accept Tor’s challenge to enter the triathlon.

7. Questions
● Keep it simple but specific- Why include this scene? How do they know each other?

8. Foreshadowing
● Active reading helps readers pick up on subtle hints about plot development. Tom

will meet Kira later in the story.
9. Themes

● Use single thematic words in the margin. Track underlying messages/big ideas
through the chapters. Courage, Friendship, Challenges...

10. Motifs
● a recurrent image, idea, or symbol that develops or explains a theme. Time,

Dreams, Flowers...
11. Summary sentence at the end of each chapter- this can be a question or a thought.



High School Reading List:
Freshman English

For students entering 9th grade and taking academic level English, please choose one book
from the following list. Then, follow the directions given for annotating your book as you read.

Ungifted by Gordon
Korman

Island of the Blue
Dolphins by Scott O’Dell

The Boys Who Challenged
Hitler by Phillip Hoose

For students entering 9th grade and taking Honors English, please read
the following book. Then, follow the directions given for annotating your

book as you read.

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

https://www.amazon.com/Ungifted-Gordon-Korman/dp/0061742678/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2IKSK4WIWN6J0&keywords=ungifted+gordon+korman&qid=1683146914&sprefix=ungif%2Caps%2C101&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Island-Blue-Dolphins-Scott-ODell/dp/0547328613/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3B75LN4JFV09N&keywords=island+of+the+blue+dolphins+paperback&qid=1683146937&sprefix=island+o%2Caps%2C101&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Boys-Who-Challenged-Hitler-Churchill/dp/1338030116/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1683147074&sr=8-1


Sophomore English

For students entering 10th grade and taking on-level English, please read the following book.
Then, follow the directions given for annotating your book as you read.

The Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford

For students entering 10th grade and taking Honors English, please read the following book.
Then, follow the directions given for annotating your book as you read.

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

https://www.amazon.com/Hotel-Corner-Bitter-Sweet-Jamie/dp/0345505344/ref=sr_1_1?crid=29E2RDDKCIJGS&keywords=the+hotel+on+the+corner+of+bitter+and+sweet&qid=1683147410&sprefix=the+hotel+on+%2Caps%2C110&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Kill-Mockingbird-Harper-Lee/dp/0446310786


Junior English

All incoming juniors will be participating in the 14th annual New York Times Summer Reading and
Writing competition. There are different requirements for on-level, Honors, or AP English Language
and Composition. Please click on the following link to read the full instructions:   11th Grade English
Summer Assignments

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HTd5RnQvGUnYRZEFr6sney4mgpwfRimq/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HTd5RnQvGUnYRZEFr6sney4mgpwfRimq/view?usp=share_link


Senior English

For students entering 12th grade and taking on-level English, please read the following book.
Then, follow the directions given for annotating your book as you read.

Furia by Yamile Saied Mendez

For students entering 12th grade and taking Honors English, please read the following book.
Then, follow the directions given for annotating your book as you read.

The Magic Strings of Frankie Presto by Mitch Albom

https://www.amazon.com/Furia-Yamile-Saied-M%C3%A9ndez/dp/1643751891/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Magic-Strings-Frankie-Presto-Novel/dp/0062294431


For students entering 12th grade and taking AP Literature and Composition, you will read one
book from the list below and then complete this assignment:

AP Summer Reading Assignment: HTRLLP 2023
For this class, the assignment is due on the first day of school.

This Tender Land by William
Kent Krueger

Our Missing Hearts by Celeste
Ng

A Man Called Ove by Fredrik
Backman

The Tea Girl of Hummingbird
Lane by Lisa See

Remarkably Bright Creatures by
Shelby Van Pelt

Where the Crawdads Sing by
Delia Owens

https://docs.google.com/document/d/112ruvgPagzi7MWNmorwhOAMoAtuSNxbFuQelPw9R8Eo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.amazon.com/This-Tender-Land-William-Krueger/dp/1476749302/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Our-Missing-Hearts-Celeste-Ng/dp/0593492544
https://www.amazon.com/Man-Called-Ove-Novel/dp/1476738025
https://www.amazon.com/Tea-Girl-Hummingbird-Lane-Novel/dp/1501154826
https://www.amazon.com/Remarkably-Bright-Creatures-Shelby-Pelt/dp/0063204150
https://www.amazon.com/Where-Crawdads-Sing-Delia-Owens/dp/0735219109/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=

