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Preparing students
for tomorrow’s world

Northland Christian School is committed to preparing all students 
for the world of tomorrow and to offering each student directed 
academic planning, giving them the best opportunities for the 
future. In our continued pursuit of these goals, NCS continues to 
deliver “Excellence in Academics”.

Excellence in Academics is a culture. It is our strategic plan 
for immersing students in a culture of excellence – in a culture 
where achievement is valued and excellence is encouraged; 
or even better, where excellence is required. It is designed to 
move students to an understanding of their God-given gifts. 
We are intentional about our claim to be a college preparatory 
school. Excellence in Academics is our action plan to vault our 
graduates into their college choices, excited to embrace all that 
each university can offer them.
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This Academic Program book is designed to help students plan an effective course of 
study for both their middle school and senior high school years.  It is the responsibility 
of students and their parents to read and discuss this information in order to make 
appropriate, effective academic plans. Administrators and counselors are available 
for advisement.
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About NCS 
Northland Christian School, a co-educational, college 
preparatory school, was founded in 1974. NCS currently 
enrolls more than 600 students in preschool through 
12th grade. The faculty is composed of dedicated, 
degreed, Christian professionals. Many hold advanced 
degrees and are leaders in their fields of study.

NCS offers a demanding college preparatory curriculum, 
which includes practical training to help students in each 
grade level cope with the stage of life they are facing. 
Sensitive, competent, Christian teachers implement a 
challenging and complex curriculum designed to meet 
individual needs.

NCS has two campuses in Northwest Houston. The 
preschool through 5th grade campus is housed in the 
Bammel Church of Christ facility on FM 1960 West. The 
6th through 12th grade campus is located five minutes 
away on a beautiful 33-acre campus.

Accreditations
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
Texas Private School Accreditation Commission (TEPSAC)

Affiliations
Houston Area Independent Private Schools 
National Association of Christian Schools
Texas Association of Non-Public Schools

Memberships
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development
Houston Association of Independent School Counselors
International Society for Technology in Education
National Association of Secondary School Principals
Texas Association for College Admission Counseling
Texas Association of Private and Parochial Schools  	
   (TAPPS) conference (NCS is one of twenty four  4A    	
   schools in the conference.)
Texas Computer Educators Association
Texas Private School Music Educators Association
 
Admissions Office
(Located at our Secondary Campus)
4363 Sylvanfield
Houston, TX 77014
281-440-1060 Fax 281-440-7572
www.northlandchristian.org

Enrollment Requirements
Northland Christian School is a college preparatory school. 
Students wishing to make application to Northland Christian 
School must furnish evidence that they are physically and 
emotionally fit, of good moral character, and academically 
capable. All applicants must:

•	 Complete all of the NCS Application Procedures; 

•	 Be eligible for re-enrollment in all schools 
previously attended; 

•	 Have not been suspended or expelled from school 
within the past twelve months; 

•	 Have no academic semester grade average lower 
than “75”; 

•	 Have acceptable conduct grades and work habits; 

•	 Score at or above the 50th percentile on the 
language/reading and math sections of the 
entrance examination; 

•	 Be free of severe learning or behavioral problems; 

•	 Not be coming directly from any type of 
rehabilitation program  (i.e., drug, alcohol, behavior, 
mental, etc.); 

•	 Agree to comply with all policies in the NCS Parent-
Student Handbook.

It is standard procedure for new students to be placed on 
academic and behavioral probation for the first year. If the 
student maintains satisfactory grades, conduct, and work 
habits during the first year of enrollment, the probationary 
status will be lifted.

Testing Procedures
In order to maintain our high academic standards, 
prospective students will be required to complete and pass 
a battery of tests during the admissions process. These tests 
include the following: 

Preliminary Assessments:

•	 Stanford Achievement Test - Reading 
Comprehension, Math

Further Assessments:

•	 Math placement test;

•	 Learning Styles Inventory;

•	 Further diagnostic testing may be required.

NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION
Northland Christian School does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin regarding her 
policies, educational offerings, financial assistance programs, 
athletic programs, or other school-sponsored activities.
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Academic Policies for 
Middle School and High School

•	 All classes are offered based on sufficient enrollment, teacher availability, and 
consideration of circumstances which may warrant change.

•	 Enrollment in all Honors, Advanced Placement, Dual Credit, and Online courses 	
requires teacher recommendation in addition to other specific qualifying criteria.

•	 Middle School students who qualify and are eligible may choose to take Algebra I 
and/or Spanish I to earn high school credit. Grades earned in these courses will not 
be included in the student’s cumulative high school GPA. 

•	 Credit cannot be given, or accepted, for tutoring by an individual acting privately or a 
tutoring business offering credits not approved by Northland Christian School.

•	 Students can make up a failed course in an NCS approved summer, evening, or online 
program. All students needing to take a course during summer school must receive 
prior approval from the academic counselor.

•	 The NCS Summer Reading Program is required of all 6th - 12th grade students. 
Teaching units and/or assignments based on the summer reading will be a part of the 
beginning activities of the school year.

•	 Students will be counseled to take courses commensurate with their ability, interests, 
and future plans for post-secondary schooling.

•	 Due to the curricula and level of difficulty, Honors, Dual Credit and Advanced 
Placement courses receive an increase in grade points. The numerical grade is not 
changed on the transcript or the report card. The increase is reflected only in the 
calculated GPA.

•	 Transcripts will reflect a grade for each semester of every high school course a 
student completes. If a student repeats a semester of a course due to failure, both 
grades will be reflected on the transcript and calculated into the GPA. The student 
will receive credit for the repeated semester. If a student repeats a semester for any 
reason other than failure, both grades will be reflected on the transcript; however, 
credit will be earned and calculated into the GPA for the original semester only.

•	 Only those grades earned at NCS may be considered for the averaging of two 
semesters in order to receive a full year’s credit in any course. For middle school 
students, passing is determined by averaging the two semesters.  High school 
students must pass the second semester in order to earn credit by averaging.

•	 Full-year (two semester) classes may not be dropped mid-year. A class dropped will 
be recorded as a Withdraw-Failing on the student’s transcript, recorded as a “50”, and 
calculated into the student’s GPA.

•	 No core classes (Bible, English, Math, Science, Social Studies, Foreign Language) may 
be completed at any outside location.
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NCS Middle School Plan of Study
Requirements for All Middle School Students

		          1. All students entering 6th grade and above are required to take a math placement test.
		          2. Fifteen service hours per year are required for all NCS Middle School students.

6th Grade Courses
1. Bible
2. Reading 6
3. English 6
4. Math 6
5. Science 6
6. Social Studies 6
7. P.E./Athletics
8. Elective

Electives 
	Choose one Year-Long Elective 		
	 OR
	Two Semester Electives
 
	 Year-Long Elective
	 • Orchestra 

	 Semester Electives
	 • Exploration (Art & Music)
	 • Exploration (Technology 6)

6th Grade Athletics 
(Try-out required) 
Boys: Baseball, Basketball, 		
Cross Country, Football, Soccer, Track
Girls: Basketball, Cheerleading, 		
Cross Country, Soccer, Softball, 		
Track, Volleyball

7th Grade Courses
1. Bible
2. English 7/English 7 Advanced *
3.	Math 7/PreAlgebra *
4.	Life Science 
5.	Texas History 
6.	P.E./Athletics
7.	Elective  
8.	Elective 
 
* 	Must Qualify

Electives 
	Choose two Year-Long Courses
	 OR
	Choose one Year-Long Course and two Semester Electives
	 OR
	Choose four Semester Electives
 
	 Year-Long Electives
	 • Choir 
	 • Orchestra
	 • Robotics
	 • Yearbook

	 Semester Electives
	 • Art
	 • Career Development
	 • Choir
	 • Online Courses **
	 • Spanish Intro (not required for Spanish I) 
	 • Technology
	 • Theatre Arts
	 • Yearbook (1st semester only)

* * See VHS Middle School Level Course offerings.
     (Northland website under Academics tab)

7th Grade Athletics 
(Try-out required)

Boys: Baseball, Basketball, Cross Country, 	
Football, Soccer, Track
Girls: Basketball, Cheerleading, Cross Country, 
Soccer, Softball, Track, Volleyball
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NCS Middle School Plan of Study
Requirements for All Middle School Students

			   1. All students entering 6th grade and above are required to take a math placement test.
			   2. Fifteen service hours per year are required for all NCS Middle School students.

8th Grade Courses
1. Bible
2. English 8/English 8 Advanced *
3.	PreAlgebra /Algebra I * **   
4.	Integrated Physics and Chemistry (IPC)** 
5.	U.S. History
6.	P.E./Athletics
7.	Elective
8.	Elective

Electives 
	Choose two Year-Long Courses
	 OR
	Choose one Year-Long Course and two Semester Electives
	 OR
	Choose four Semester Electives
 
	 Year-Long Electives
	 • Choir 
	 • Orchestra
	 • Robotics
	 • Spanish I* **
	 • Yearbook 

	 Semester Electives
	 • Art
	 • Career Development	
	 • Choir	
	 • Debate 8 
	 • Online Courses***
	 • Technology	
	 • Theatre Arts
	 • Yearbook - 1st semester only 

* 	 Must Qualify
**	 Will receive High School credit 
*** See VHS Middle School Level Course offerings 
      (Northland website under Academics tab)
 

8th Grade Athletics 
(Try-out required)

Boys: Baseball, Basketball, Cross Country, Football, Soccer, Track
Girls: Basketball, Cheerleading, Cross Country, Soccer, Softball, Track, Volleyball
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NCS Graduation Requirements

Requirements for All High 
School Students
•	 All students at NCS are required to take Bible each 

year. Students transferring into NCS are required 
to take Bible for only the semesters that they are 
enrolled in NCS.

•	 Students are expected to take 8 classes per 
semester. 

•	 Two years of the same foreign language are 
required for the Recommended Diploma. Three 
years of the same foreign language is strongly 
recommended to enhance the student’s college 
profile and is required for the Distinguished 
Achievement Program.

•	 A math course must be taken every year during 
grades 9-12. If Algebra I is taken during the 8th 
grade, the student will have 5 math credits upon 
completion of the senior year.

•	 Students are required to earn 4 credits in science. 
It is recommended that a science course be taken 
each year of high school to enhance the student’s 
college profile. The 8th grade IPC course may be 
included as one of the 4 science credits only for the 
Recommended Diploma. 

•	 Twenty service hours per year are required for 
all NCS high school students. Service-hour year 
extends from April 1st to March 31st.

•	 All students enrolled in AP courses are required to 
take the AP exam. Students are responsible for the 
fee which is determined by the College Board.

•	 Dual credit courses require an additional fee which 
is determined by Lone Star College.

	 RECOMMENDED	 DISTINGUISHED
	 DIPLOMA	 ACHIEVEMENT	
	 	 PROGRAM*	

Bible	 4	 4

English	 4	 4

Math	 4	 4

Science	 4	 4

History/Economics	 4	 4

Foreign Language	 2	 3

Communication Applications	 0.5	 0.5

Fine Arts	 1	 1

P.E./Athletics	 1	 1

Electives	 5.5	 4.5

Total Credits	 30	 30*

*Distinguished Achievement Program 
Requirements (Advanced Measures)

Advanced Measures

•	 The measures must focus on demonstrated student 		
	 performance at the college or professional level.
•	 Student performance on advanced measures must be 		
	 assessed through an external review process.
•	 A student must achieve any combination of four of the 		
	 following:
	 Test Data
	 -	 a score of three or above on an Advanced Placement 		
		  (AP) exam. (A score of “three” or higher on four AP exams 	
		  will meet the requirements.)

	 -	 a score on the Preliminary Scholastic Assessment 
		  Test (PSAT) that qualifies a student for recognition 		
		  as a Commended Scholar or higher by the National 
		  Merit Scholarship Corporation; as part of the National 		
		  Hispanic Scholar Program of The College Board; or 
		  as part of the National Achievement Scholarship 
		  Program for Outstanding Black American Students of 
		  the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. The PSAT 
		  score may count as only one advanced measure 
		  regardless of the number of honors received by 
		  the student.

	 Dual Credit Courses
	 -	 a grade of 80 or higher on any course that earns 		
		  college credit (Dual Credit courses).
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All courses taught at NCS meet a high academic standard and prepare students for college. However, all 
students are gifted in different ways and it is important that they be placed in the classes that best meet 
their needs. For interested students who are ready for the challenge, advanced courses are offered in most 
subject areas. A parent/student signed contract will be required for all AP, Dual Credit, and online classes. 
Advanced, Honors, Pre-AP or AP
For placement in an advanced, honors, Pre-AP or AP class, the selection committee will use the 
following criteria:
	 	Standardized test scores (Stanford, PLAN, PSAT, Compass, SAT, or ACT) 
	 	Teacher recommendations 
	 	Grade in the previous class

The following guidelines will help you decide whether your child is ready for the challenge:
 
1.	 Did your child score in the 85th percentile or above on standardized tests in the subject area 
	 in which they wish to advance? 
	 	Math – Math section 
	 	English – Reading and Verbal skills 
	 	Biology – Reading and Verbal skills 
	 	Chemistry/Physics – Math section 
	 	History – Reading and Verbal skills
 
2.	 If your child wishes to advance to a more difficult level, did he or she make a 90 or above in 		
	 the previous course? 
 
3.	 If your high school child is currently taking an advanced class, did he or she maintain a 			 
	 grade of at least an 80?   
	 If your middle school child is currently taking an advanced class, did he or she maintain 
	 a grade of at least an 85? Middle school students who do not maintain an 85 may be 
	 rescheduled during the first semester or may be required to repeat the course the 
	 following year. Due to the importance of the foundation required to advance successfully 
	 in math and foreign language, 8th graders taking Algebra I and Spanish I must make an 85 
	 to advance.
 
4.	 Has your child demonstrated that he or she possesses the discipline and work ethic 			 
	 necessary to succeed in an advanced class?

Dual Credit Classes
Dual Credit classes allow students to earn concurrent high school and college credit. Therefore, placement 
in these courses is based on the entrance requirements for Lone Star College. Students must apply to 
Lone Star College before testing so that scores may be attached to the application. The application and 
testing procedures can be obtained from the Receptionist in Building 1. Student scores must meet Lone 
Star College standards on either the THEA, COMPASS or Accuplacer test unless exempt due to SAT or 
ACT scores. Test scores must be approved and on file in the Counselor’s Office before May 31st of 
the upcoming school year or the student will not be allowed to take the course. Additional fees are 
required by Lone Star College. 

Online Classes
Students requesting to take an online class must be approved by the selection committee.  Students 
requesting to take honors or AP level classes online must meet the same criteria as face-to-face classes. 
Students wishing to take online classes for enrichment must demonstrate a willingness to learn and the 
self-discipline to work independently. Teacher recommendations and the online skills survey will be used 
by the selection committee to determine a student’s readiness for online classes. An online class contract 
is required for each course.

Criteria for Placement in Advanced Classes



NCS High School Plan of Study 
(Sample Preliminary Plan)

Each student, in consultation with his/her parents, should draw up his/her plan for the next school year  Please note this 
is a preliminary plan to be considered for consultation and approval by your counselor/administrator.  Complete your 
schedule for each year, both previous and future school years.  Please refer to previous page as a guide for requirements.

Name 	                                    

Freshman ____-____	 Sophomore____-____

1.	 Bible:	 1.	 Bible:

2.	 English:	 2.	 English:

3.	 Math:	 3.	 Math:

4.	 Biology:	 4.	 Chemistry:

5.	 World Geography: 	 5.	 World History:

6.	 Foreign Language:	 6.	 Foreign Language:

7.	 Communication  Applications/Elective:	 7.	

8.	  	 8.	

Junior____-____	 Senior____-____

1.	 Bible:	 1.	 Bible:

2.	 English:	 2.	 English:

3.	 Math:	 3.	 Math:

4.	 Physics:	 4.	 Science:

5.	 U.S. History:	 5.	 Economics/Government:

6.		  6.	

7.		  7.	

8.	  	 8.	

Advanced and Honors Courses: See page 9 of Course Catalog for Selection Criteria
Courses offered based on availability.
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What Classes Should I Take?
All students will be required to follow the Academic (College Preparatory) Path. These courses will prepare students for 
college level work and give them a solid foundation in all academic subjects. Students who wish to accelerate learning in 
their areas of interest may choose one of the other available paths. Students who qualify and wish to take advanced level 
classes may do so during any high school year.

Math
NCS students are required to take math every year. Students who are preparing for college need to take PreCalculus to 
be prepared for college level math and to bolster their college application. College Algebra will help prepare students for 
the college math required for Liberal Arts majors.

Science
NCS students are required to take four years of science to meet graduation requirements. Students who take IPC in eighth 
grade may choose to take a science or non-science elective their senior year.

Level: Honors Level (math majors) Honors Level (non-math majors) College Preparatory Path
Possible College  
Majors:

Math, Engineering, Computer 
Science, Physics, Chemistry

Biology, Pre-Med Liberal Arts, Business, 
Fine Arts

9th Biology Honors Biology Honors Biology
10th Chemistry Honors Chemistry Honors Chemistry
11th Physics Honors or Chemistry AP Physics Honors, Biology AP or

Chemistry AP
Physics

12th Physics AP (online course)  
or Chemistry AP

Physics Honors, Biology AP or
Chemistry AP

Science Elective

Level: Honors Level (math majors) Honors Level (non-math majors) College Preparatory Path
Possible College  
Majors:

Math, Engineering, Computer 
Science, Physics, Chemistry

Science, Pre-Med, 
Business

Liberal Arts,  
Business, Fine Arts

8th/9th Algebra I Algebra I Algebra I
9th/10th Geometry Honors Geometry Honors Geometry
10th/11th Algebra II Honors Algebra II Honors Algebra II
11th/12th PreCalculus Honors PreCalculus Honors PreCalculus or College Algebra
12th (If Alg. I taken in 
8th grade)

Calculus AP Calculus Honors or  
AP Calculus

College Algebra DC or 
College Algebra or PreCalculus

English
NCS students are required to take four years of English at the high school level.

Level: AP Honors (non-English major) College Preparatory Path
Possible College  
Majors:

English, Liberal Arts, 
Pre-Law, History

Liberal Arts, Pre-Law, 
History

Liberal Arts, Business, 
Fine Arts

9th English I PreAP English I PreAP English I
10th English II Pre AP English II Pre AP English II
11th Language & Composition AP Language & Composition AP or  

English III Honors
English III

12th Literature & Composition AP Literature & Composition AP or 
English IV Honors

English IV
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Northland Christian School 
 Secondary Course Selection

6th Grade Bible 
Sixth Grade Bible class is a survey of the Old Testament. The 
course begins with a study of evidences that God is the creator of 
the universe and that the Bible is the Word of God. Students are 
then introduced to each of the books of the Old Testament.  As the 
students “travel” from Genesis to Malachi, they are introduced to 
great men and women of God and learn lessons that apply to their 
lives. In addition, the students will begin to see the overall plan of 
God to bring salvation to the world through His son, Jesus Christ.

7th Grade Girls Bible
This course uses the Bible for a scriptural study of one Old 
Testament book (Jonah or Esther) and one New Testament book 
(James or Philippians).  These books provide a study of Christian 
character during personal difficulties and offer encouragement 
to the reader, as we “consider it all joy, my brothers, when you 
meet trials of various kinds”. The girls will also study a selection 
of women in the Bible with the emphasis focusing on the lives and 
examples of Godly women and the lessons that can be learned 
from their story. At Christmas they will study the birth of Christ 
and at Easter His death. Throughout the school year the study 
described above shows the student that Jesus loves them and 
gave His life for a purpose.  

BIBLE

7th Grade Boys Bible
The goal of this course is to encourage Christian growth and 
development through prayer, instruction, spiritual discipline/
formation, and Scripture memorization. Each student will be 
supplied with The God Man: Christ in the Gospels Workbook, 
which we will use as our curriculum this year. Additionally we 
will be spending time each week considering what it means to 
be a Godly man through specific character studies and projects.

8th Grade Boys Bible
Eighth Grade Boys Bible curriculum is a 36-week character 
development and maturity program studying The Inner Man 
(Ephesians 3:16). The goal is not mere conformity or outward 
compulsion but rather inward purity and strong Christian 
character.  Both result only from the supernatural work of God in 
the human heart.  The first semester focuses on laying a strong 
foundation of inward character; the second semester builds 
on that foundation by emphasizing demonstration of outward 
character in case studies of Biblical Leadership. This program 
is enhanced by the use of the Bible Gateway internet site (www.
biblegateway.com) to cross-reference applicable Scriptures with 
the weekly topics.

8th Grade Girls Bible
Eighth Grade Girls’ Bible begins with a study of Lee Strobel’s 
book of Christian evidences, The Case For Christ. Second 
semester is devoted to a study of various people in the Bible 
using the SurvivalQuest Series, making personal application 
to life issues.  Emphasis is placed on memorizing scripture and 
using God’s Word to solve problems in daily life.
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BIBLE continued

Bible 9th Grade
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Freshman Bible focuses on the life of Moses and the book 
of Hebrews. This course provides the student with a solid 
understanding of Mosaical law, contrasted with New Testament 
grace. Students are challenged with small group and individual 
service projects throughout the school year. Historical focus: 
2500 B.C. – 1400 B.C. (establishment of codified spiritual law).

Bible 10th Grade
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Sophomore Bible focuses initially on the life of Ruth, then on 
the life of David. This course provides the student with a solid 
understanding of male-female relationships, leadership issues, 
and a wide variety of topical issues. Students are challenged 
with small-group discussions and individual writing projects 
throughout the school year. Historical focus: 1400 B.C. – 900 
B.C. (spiritual leadership transition from Judges to Kings).

Bible 11th Grade
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Junior Bible begins with Question Authority, a series designed 
to address the upper-classman’s desire to challenge institutions 
and conventions. Moving forward in Bible history, the course 
covers the life of Esther as well as The Acts of the Apostles. 
This course provides the student with a deep understanding of 
personal commitment, church development, leadership issues, 
and a wide variety of topical issues. Students are challenged 
with small group discussions and individual creative projects 
throughout the school year. Historical focus: 900 B.C. – 60 A.D. 
(spiritual state transition from captivity to redemption and 
freedom).

Bible 12th Grade
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Senior Bible begins with How to Know the Will of God for Your 
Life, a series designed to draw three years of High School 
Bible study together into one clear understanding of God’s 
expectations. Senior Bible then focuses for the balance of the 
year on a survey study of the book of Romans. This course 
provides the student with all necessary tools to make informed 
decisions regarding spiritual life. Students are challenged 
with small group discussions and individual writing projects 
throughout the school year. Historical focus: 33 A.D. – present 
(personal responsibility for spiritual redemption and freedom).

Advanced Bible - 12th Grade  
11th Grade with Approval

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Advanced Bible is a highly intensive, collegiate-level course that 
begins with Powerful Christianity: Twelve Essential Elements 
of Influential Presence, a series designed to prepare young 
Christians for leadership roles in a variety of environments. 
Advanced Bible then focuses for the balance of the year on an 
intensive study of the book of Romans. This course provides 
the student with all necessary tools to make informed spiritual 
decisions and assume spiritual leadership responsibilities, by 
means of intensive small group and whole group discussion 
and analysis. This course is academically challenging, with 
a substantial writing component. Historical focus: 33 A.D. – 
present (personal responsibility for spiritual redemption and 
freedom). Note:  Advanced Bible material does not repeat; 
therefore, students may take this course during both their 
junior and senior years.

HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE OVERVIEW
The NCS High School Bible Program is designed to teach spiritual, historical, and behavioral lessons in a consistent, 
interactive format. Within our proprietary curriculum, NCS High School Bible courses use a variety of teaching techniques 
and approaches to personally challenge each student in a non-doctrinal environment. Thus, all students have maximum 
opportunity to benefit from their understanding of the Bible as they progress through the High School Bible Program. 
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COMMUNICATION

Communication Applications  
9th Grade

½ Credit Communication                                          1 Semester
Communication Applications is designed to help students 
develop a broad spectrum of communication skills to include 
face-to-face presentations, electronic communications, 
and multimedia based communications. Face-to-face 
communications will include learning to write and present 
a process speech, expository speech, persuasive speech, and 
oratory.  Electronic skills will include email, discussion groups, 
electronic etiquette, electronic slides, multimedia, video, and 
interactive presentations. 

Introduction to Debate & Public Speaking 
8th Grade 

  	                                                                            1 Semester
The purpose of the course is to develop and enhance verbal, 
organizational, research and critical thinking skills, as well 
as self-confidence through the preparation and presentation 
of speeches within the classroom. Students will learn the 
fundamentals and participate in Lincoln-Douglas  Debate 
and Impromptu Speaking, make informative and persuasive 
speeches, and write and deliver original oratories on topics 
of personal and public interest. All students will be required 
to attend one middle school debate and speech tournament 
outside of Northland Christian School where they will compete 
against middle school students from other public and private 
schools. 

Introduction to Debate & Public Speaking 
9th - 12th Grade 

1 Credit	                                                                           2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Application Required. Can only be 
taken one year.
As a student in this class, you become a member of the nationally 
recognized Northland Christian School Debate Team. This class 
is intended to provide classroom focus for learning speech 
and debate skills for students that are in their first year on the 
debate team.   The course focuses on debate and public speaking 
events exclusively such as Lincoln-Douglas Debate, Public 
Forum Debate, Extemporaneous Speaking, Oratory, Impromptu 
Speaking and Student Congress. The course is designed to foster 
critical thinking and argumentative abilities which are crucial 
to success in college and beyond. Students will be introduced to 
various reasoning devices, research skills, organizational skills, 
and critical verbal persuasive skills. Through public speaking 
practice in the class room and in   competition, students will 
develop the communication skills that they will utilize in the 
academic, social, and workplace settings. The Debate and Public 
Speaking curriculum is designed to balance lecture with skills 
development in a practical, fun environment. As a member 
of the debate team you will compete against both public and 
private schools locally, throughout Texas, and at national 
tournaments in other states. Students are required to attend 
five tournaments during the school year.

Competitive Debate & Public Speaking 
10th - 12th Grade 

1 Credit	                                                                            2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: For students that have successfully 
completed the introduction of Competitive Debate and Public 
Speaking Course. Application required.
As a student in this class, you become a member of the 
nationally recognized Northland Christian School Debate 
Team. This class is intended to provide classroom focus for 
continued development of speech and debate skills. The course 
focuses on debate and public speaking events exclusively 
such as   Lincoln-Douglas Debate, Public Forum Debate, 
Extemporaneous Speaking, Oratory, Impromptu Speaking and 
Student Congress. The course is designed to foster critical 
thinking and argumentative abilities, which are crucial to 
success in college and beyond. Students will continue to develop 
various reasoning devices, research skills, organizational skills, 
and critical verbal persuasive skills. Through public speaking 
practice in the class room and in competition, students will 
develop the communication skills that they will utilize in the 
academic, social, and workplace settings. The Debate and Public 
Speaking curriculum is designed to balance lecture with skills 
development in a practical, fun environment. As a member of the 
debate team you will compete against both public and private 
schools locally, throughout Texas, and at national tournaments 
in other states. Students are required to attend five tournaments 
during the school year.

Competitive Debate & Public Speaking 
Honors

1 Credit	                                                                            2 Semesters
The honors level is for students who are participating in 
Debate for the third or fourth year in high school. Students are 
expected to serve as leaders and mentors to other students 
while advancing their own skills to a higher level.
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English 6th Grade
This course emphasizes grammar and writing with the purpose 
of making clear to the students the orderly structure of language. 
Grammar is taught in a useful, practical way --  in conjunction with 
composition and oral usage. The student sees how each word has 
a job, how words fit together to form sentences, how sentences fit 
together to make paragraphs, and how paragraphs fit together to 
make compositions. The student is guided to develop complete 
and orderly thoughts -- to learn to reason and think. Students 
who use this program are not afraid of composition.

Reading 6th Grade
This course emphasizes skills such as word study, thinking 
skills, comprehension, main idea, literary language, flashback, 
time sequence, paraphrasing, and a study of different types 
of literature.  Story elements are introduced and reviewed 
periodically to ensure the students mastery of these reading 
skills.  Students are required to read different kinds of literature, 
including poetry, and will generate writing of various types and 
lengths. 

English 7th Grade - Academic
This course will emphasize the study of literature, writing skills, 
vocabulary development, and the elements of language and 
grammar.  Students will be introduced to the novel, the short 
story, and poetry.  They will practice writing skills, incorporating 
the knowledge gained from their study of grammar and spelling. 
Vocabulary development takes place by studying words in 
conjunction with reading selections as well as a study of words 
in preparation for college entrance exams. 

English 7th Grade - Advanced
Prerequisite and Limitations: Previous levels of English and 
selection criteria, page 9
This course will emphasize the study of literature, writing 
skills, grammar, mechanics, vocabulary, and critical thinking.  
Students will move beyond grammar review and will explore the 
constructs of language in depth. In order to develop knowledge 
of literary terminology and literature appreciation, students 
will participate in a study of poetry, the short story, drama, and 
novels.  Students on this track will have the goal of Pre-AP, AP, 
and Honors classes in high school English.

English 8th Grade - Academic
This course stresses literature study, writing skills, vocabulary 
development, and the elements of language and grammar.  
Students will be expected to be able to discuss themes and literary 
elements. Items covered include short stories, modern drama, 
essays, creative writing and response journals.  Students generate 
pieces of writing of various lengths and kinds throughout the 
year. There will be an emphasis on vocabulary development by 
studying words in conjunction with reading selections, as well 
as a study of words in preparation for college entrance exams.  

ENGLISH

English 8th Grade - Advanced
Prerequisite and Limitations: Previous levels of English and 
selection criteria, see page 9 
This course will emphasize literature study, writing skills, 
grammar, mechanics, vocabulary and critical thinking.  Students 
will polish grammar skills, deepen reading comprehension and  
literature appreciation, and work toward exemplary writing.  
To increase knowledge of literary terminology and literature 
appreciation, students will participate in a study of poetry, the 
short story, drama and novels.  Students on this track will have 
a goal of Pre-AP, AP, and Honors classes in high school English. 
Assignments will vary in length, depth, and scope. Students 
will be expected to stay current with the fast pace of this class.

English I (9th Grade)
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
English I stresses literature study, writing skills, vocabulary 
development, and the elements of language and grammar.  
Items covered include short stories, modern drama, essays, 
creative writing, and response journals. Students generate 
pieces of writing of various lengths and kinds throughout the 
year. Vocabulary development takes place by studying words 
in conjunction with reading selections as well as a study of 
words in preparation for college entrance exams.  Language and 
grammar are emphasized in writing and will include a review 
of usage and mechanics.

English I Pre-AP (9th Grade) 
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Previous levels of English and 
selection criteria, page 9
English I Pre-AP stresses literature study, writing skills, 
vocabulary development, and the elements of language and 
grammar.  Students will be expected to be able to discuss themes 
and literary elements. Items covered include short stories, 
modern drama, essays, creative writing, and response journals.  
Students generate pieces of writing of various lengths and kinds 
throughout the year. Vocabulary development takes place by 
studying words in conjunction with reading selections as well 
as a study of words in preparation for college entrance exams.  
Assignments vary in length, depth, and scope. Students will be 
expected to stay current with the fast pace of this class.

English II (10th Grade) 
World Literature

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
English II includes the study of World Literature, composition, 
and vocabulary.  Language and grammar study are emphasized 
in writing.  Since the students have had several years of intense 
grammar study, the problems that show up during writing units 
will be isolated and studied independently. The students will 
study World Literature through essays, poetry, and short stories.
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English II Pre-AP (10th Grade)
World Literature

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Previous levels of English and 
selection criteria, page 9
English II Pre-AP includes the study of World Literature, 
composition, and vocabulary.  Language and grammar study 
are emphasized in writing.  Since the students have had 
several years of intense grammar study, the problems that 
show up during writing units are now the only ones isolated 
and studied independently.  The students will study World 
Literature through essays, poetry, and short stories from 
the textbook, “Elements of Literature”.  This Pre-AP course 
is fast paced and students will be expected to keep up with 
the reading requirements.

English III (11th Grade) 
American Literature and Composition

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
This course is defined as a survey of American literature 
with a study of grammar and composition. Students will 
follow a writing process with careful attention to inquiry 
and research, drafting, revising, editing, and review. In 
the spring semester, all components necessary for the 
preparation of a research paper will be taught. College 
preparatory vocabulary will be emphasized.

English III Honors (11th Grade)  
American Literature and Composition

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Previous levels of English and 
selection criteria, page 9
This course is a detailed survey of American literature with 
an advanced study of grammar and composition. Students 
will follow a writing process with careful attention to 
inquiry and research, drafting, revising, editing, and review.  
In the spring semester, all components necessary for the 
preparation of a research paper will be taught. College 
preparatory vocabulary will be emphasized.

English III AP (11th Grade) 
 Language and Composition

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Previous levels of English and 
selection criteria, page 9
This course is an advanced study of composition for those 
students with the ability to succeed in an accelerated 
program. The course is designed to hone analysis and 
creativity in students who have mastered the skills for 
written language. Essays from well-known writers frame 
this study, as well as certain classics from American 
literature. The College Board AP Exam is required of 
students at the end of the year. Students will receive college 
credit based upon the advanced placement policy of the 
college they choose to attend. Students are responsible for 
the exam fee which is determined by The College Board.  

ENGLISH continued

English IV (12th Grade) 
British Literature and Composition

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
This course is a survey of British literature with a study of grammar and 
composition. Students will follow a writing process with careful attention 
to inquiry and research, drafting, revising, editing, and review. In the spring 
semester, all components necessary for the preparation of a research paper 
will be taught. College preparatory vocabulary will be emphasized.

English IV Honors (12th Grade) 
British Literature and Composition

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Previous levels of English and selection criteria, 
page 9
This course is a detailed survey of British literature with an advanced 
study of grammar and composition. Students will follow a writing 
process with careful attention to inquiry and research, drafting, revising, 
editing, and review. In the spring semester, all components necessary for 
the preparation of a research paper will be taught. College preparatory 
vocabulary will be emphasized and students will be expected to stay 
current with the fast pace of this class.

English IV AP (12th Grade)  
Literature and Composition

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Previous levels of English and selection criteria, 
page 9
The Advanced Placement Program is sponsored by the College Board and 
provides an opportunity for secondary school students to pursue and 
receive credit for college-level course work completed at the secondary 
level. The successful completion of a standardized national examination can 
qualify a student for as many as 6 hours of college credit in English.  Through 
close reading of selected texts, students deepen their understanding of the 
ways writers use language to provide both pleasure and meaning for their 
readers. Consideration is given to structure, style, and themes as well as the 
writer’s use of imagery, symbolism, and tone. Student writing is an integral 
part of the course, as the AP Exam consists of writing about various forms 
of literature. Students enrolled in AP courses are required to take the AP 
exam at the end of the year. Students are responsible for the exam fee which 
is determined by the College Board.

Creative and Imaginative Writing  
½ or 1 Credit	                                                1 or 2 Semesters
This interesting and diverse study of creative and imaginative writing 
allows high school students to develop increased skill, creativity, and 
versatility as writers. In the class, students will be provided the time to 
write independently and to share and critique their writings with others. 
In their efforts to perfect selected pieces of work, students will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding of the reflective nature of the writing 
process, applying the conventions of usage and the mechanics of written 
English. Throughout the year, students will study and create from a variety 
of genres such as essays, short stories, poetry, and drama to stretch and 
improve their writing abilities. As a means of extending their knowledge 
of effective and creative techniques and forms of writing, students will 
be afforded the opportunity to create and publish the school’s literary 
magazine using pieces of their own written work, art and photography.



FINE ARTS

Art 6 Fundamentals of Art
This course introduces 6th grade students to the elements of 
art-line, shape, color, value, form, texture, space, and principles of 
design-balance, contrast, emphasis, movement, pattern, rhythm, 
and unity. Students will explore and create unique two and three 
dimensional works of art using a variety of media and art styles.

Middle School Art
 	 1 Semester
In this semester course, 7th and 8th grade students will have the 
opportunity for creative expression in two and three dimensional 
art. They will ‘take a trip around the world’ exploring art styles 
and multiculturalism in the fine arts. Students will experience 
a variety of media as they create unique works of art in many 
different styles including abstract, cubism, expressionism, 
pointillism, pop art, primitivism, and realism.

Art I
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Art I is for students without previous high school visual arts 
experience.  It includes a general overview of art concepts and 
some art history, as well as a variety of studio experiences.  
Students will also spend a great deal of time learning human 
proportions and the techniques used to recreate the human 
figure.

Art II
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Art I
Art II provides a chance for a deeper exploration of traditional 
media and experimentation with new subject matter. Students 
will also learn to talk and write about their own art and the art 
of others through critiques and studying historically important 
works.

Art III Honors
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Art II
Art III delves deeper into the study as an expressive tool 
throughout history. Students will explore historical art styles 
and how they reflect and affect their respective societies. The 
purpose of art will also be questioned and the students will write 
their own philosophies on what they believe art to be and how 
it fits into their lives today.

Art IV Honors
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Art III or Digital Art II
Art IV provides an opportunity for serious art students to 
create works of art on a much larger scale. It also provides the 
opportunity for the creation of a portfolio that will be helpful 
when applying for future opportunities in the field of art. Art IV 
provides more freedom in the selection of mediums.

Digital Photography I
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Digital Photography I emphasizes visualization and composition 
skills, as well as the technical aspects of photography.  Students 
are not required to use digital cameras, but most do.  Students 
practice taking photographs and improving and printing them 
in Photoshop.  Group critiques enable them to think and talk 
about photography with an eye to improving their own work.  
Outstanding photographs will be displayed and entered in 
competitions.

Digital Photography II
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
A continuation and extension of Digital Photography I, Digital 
Photography II enables students to concentrate on expression 
and to explore photography concepts in more depth. Digital 
Photography II explores the advanced techniques of Abobe 
Photoshop.

Digital Art I
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Art I or Digital Photography I. 
Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, and Flash, along with Corel Painter 
are used to explore graphic design and expressive content for live 
exhibits as well as publishing to a website.

Digital Art II
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Digital Art I. 
Digital Art II gives students much more freedom to explore 
different digital media of their choice. A digital portfolio will be 
created and used to display their art and designs.

AP Studio Art
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Application required.
Students must submit an application and be approved by the 
teacher. For highly motivated students with at least two years 
of high school Art, AP Studio Art offers the opportunity to earn 
college credit.  By completing twenty-four high quality pieces, 
students advance to new levels of technical proficiency and 
expressive strength.  Portfolios are graded by the College Board 
in a slide format.  Students are responsible for the AP Exam fee 
which is determined annually by the College Board. 

Theatre Arts Middle School
 	 1 Semester
This course serves as an introduction to the theater and develops 
an ability to perform and speak in front of others. The course 
focuses on performance through improvisation exercises, 
communicating through movement, persuasive speaking, and a 
class play production.  The skills gained in this course help the 
student develop a stage presence, vocal and physical techniques, 
ensemble skills and character development skills. A class fee of 
$30 will be assessed to each student.
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FINE ARTS continued

Theatre Arts High School - Acting One
½ Credit				    1 Semester
Prerequisite & Limitations: Middle School Theatre Arts and/or 
permission of the instructor
Theatre Arts is designed to assist students in discovering the 
dramatic skills necessary to develop their creative talents.  This 
is done through participating in NCS Theatre productions and 
classroom acting activities and performances.  Acting One is 
designed for the beginning acting student and gives a basis of 
knowledge of theatre to build upon.  Skills learned in class will 
include an introduction to improvisation, movement, character 
analysis, scene work, monologues, elements of comedy & drama, 
analysis of dramatic literature, and technical theatre. 

Theatre Arts High School - Advanced Acting
½ Credit				    1 Semester
Prerequisite & Limitations: Application & Permission of the 
Instructor
Theatre Arts is designed to assist students in discovering the 
dramatic skills necessary to develop their creative talents.  This 
is done through participating in NCS Theatre productions and 
classroom acting activities and performances.  Advanced Acting 
is designed to develop the skills of more experienced actors and 
actresses.  Skills learned in class will include improvisation, 
movement, voice & diction, various acting theories, scene work, 
monologues, advanced analysis of dramatic literature, and 
advanced technical theatre.

Jazz Ensemble
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Students should have completed two 
full years of study on their instrument.   
Jazz Ensemble is a year long course designed to teach young 
musicians the art of performing a wide variety of jazz, pop, and 
Christian music. Within the class, music theory training such 
as rhythm drills, scale studies and proper rehearsal/ensemble 
techniques are introduced as directly related to the music 
materials. Students are expected to practice their instruments 
daily at home and are encouraged to take private lessons to 
hone their individual skills enhancing efficiency of classroom 
time. Jazz Ensemble is open to NCS high school students that 
have either participated for a minimum of two years in a 
junior high band program or have had the equivalent in music 
tutoring. A Christmas concert and spring concert are the two 
main performances of the school year, but opportunities exist to 
perform at chapel, sports events, community programs, and Fine 
Arts sponsored competitions.

Jazz Ensemble Honors
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
The honors level is for students who are participating in the Jazz 
Ensemble for the third or fourth year in high school. Students are 
expected to serve as leaders and mentors to other students while 
advancing their own skills to a higher level. Within the class, music 
theory training such as rhythm drills, scale studies and proper 
rehearsal/ensemble techniques are introduced as directly related 
to the music materials. Students are expected to practice their 
instruments daily at home and are encouraged to take private 
lessons to hone their individual skills enhancing efficiency of 
classroom time. A Christmas concert and spring concert are the 
two main performances of the school year, but opportunities exist 
to perform at chapel, sports events, community programs, and 
Fine Arts sponsored competitions.

Orchestra Middle School
	 2 Semesters
Incoming students may be required to pass a proficiency test for 
admittance into the class. This class is designed to emphasize 
the art of ensemble playing for stringed instruments and expand 
on the learning experience prior to a student’s enrollment in 
the class. Emphasis will be placed on musicality, the ensemble 
setting, and performance practice. Example performance venues 
might include chapel, a Christmas concert, spring concert, etc. 
Qualified students may be invited to participate in quartets or 
small ensembles outside the overall group. 

Orchestra High School
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Students should have completed two 
full years of study on their instrument.   
Incoming students may be required to pass a proficiency test for 
admittance into the class. This class is designed to emphasize 
the art of ensemble playing for stringed instruments and expand 
on the learning experience prior to a student’s enrollment in 
the class. Emphasis will be placed on musicality, the ensemble 
setting, and performance practice. Example performance venues 
might include chapel, a Christmas concert, spring concert, etc. 
Qualified students may be invited to participate in quartets or 
small ensembles outside the overall group. 

Orchestra High School Honors
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
The honors level is for students who are participating in Orchestra 
for the third or fourth year in high school. Students are expected 
to serve as leaders and mentors to other students while advancing 
their own skills to a higher level.
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FINE ARTS continued

Music 6th Grade
Each student enrolled in 6th grade music will enjoy a fun filled, 
nine-week adventure into the world of sound. Students will learn 
to read music and practice this skill by playing our three-octave 
set of handbells. Healthy vocal technique, singing, and aural 
training will all form the foundation for a lifelong love of music.

Choir 7th & 8th Grade
	 1 or 2 Semesters
Students participating in 7th & 8th Grade Choir must display a 
positive attitude toward music and performing. Since the choir 
travels several times per year, students signing up for choir 
should be in good academic standing. Students will learn to 
read music and be instructed in group vocal technique. Students 
will be required to purchase and wear the required uniform for 
performances. This uniform will be comprised of specific NCS 
uniform pieces available for purchase in the Cougar Store.

Fall Semester - Students enrolled in the fall semester will 
perform in the Christmas Concert, participate in recording 
sessions for the Christmas CD and a Goodwill Tour, and have the 
opportunity to  audition for and (if selected) participate in the 
TPSMEA Middle School State Honor Choir.

Spring Semester - Students enrolled in the spring semester will 
perform in the Spring Concert and participate in the TPSMEA 
choir competition or Solo-Ensemble competition.

Choir - High School
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations:  Approval  by Director.  
Students enrolled in Choir will express themselves musically 
while developing healthy vocal technique through daily group 
vocal instruction. Choir students will perform music in several 
different languages and many different styles as they build music 
reading skills. Due to travel requirements for competitions and 
performances, students should be in good academic standing.  
Uniform purchase required. Participation will require early 
arrival as the class will be held prior to the first period of the 
regular school day. 

Choir - High School Honors
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Honors level Choir credit is available for students who are 
participating in High School Choir for a third or fourth year. 
Honors level students are expected to serve as leaders and 
mentors to other students while advancing their own skills to 
a higher level. Participation in Choir will require early arrival 
as the class will be held prior to the first period of the regular 
school day. 

Performance Workshop - High School
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Audition required. Concurrent 
enrollment in High School Choir required. 
Performance Workshop (also known as “Select 16”), is 
Northland’s premiere vocal ensemble. The group selected will 
perform a broad spectrum of musical styles. Students will also 
benefit from group and individual voice instruction. 

Voice Class - High School
½ Credit	 1 Semester
Prerequisite and Limitations: Approval by Director. Concurrent 
enrollment in High School Choir required. 
This course includes an in-depth study of vocal technique, 
posture, breathing, singer’s diction for English/foreign languages 
and basic music theory. Students will participate in individual 
and small group voice instruction and class recitals. Students 
will also have the opportunity to compete in solo competition if 
enrolled in the spring semester. 

Music Survey - High School
½ Credit	 1 Semester (Fall Semester)
Explore the elements that contribute to all genres of music, then 
board the ‘music time machine’ to travel back through the ages 
and investigate the sounds emanating from the Medieval Cloister 
through the Renaissance. Emphasis is on listening to music from 
the various periods and participating in group discussions. The 
first semester of Music Survey is suggested prior to enrolling in 
the second semester.

Music Survey - High School
½ Credit	 1 Semester (Spring Semester)
Students will board the ‘music time machine’ to travel back in 
time to investigate music from Bach to Rock. Study will begin in 
the Baroque period and continue to music of the present day. 
Emphasis is on listening to music from the various periods and 
participating in group discussions. The first semester of Music 
Survey is suggested prior to enrolling in this semester.

Music Theory & Composition I
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
This course is for the serious music student who is considering 
majoring in music in college or is highly motivated to compose.  
This class will cover music composition, analysis, melodic and 
harmonic dictation and basic keyboard skills. Students enrolled 
in this class will have Finale, Auralia and other specialized 
software programs loaded on their laptops to complement the 
text and workbook for the class.

Music Theory & Composition II - Honors
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Music Theory & Composition I or 
permission from the teacher   
A continuation and extension of Music Theory I which offers 
students the opportunity for deeper exploration of music concept 
and composition.



FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Introduction to Spanish - Middle School 
	 1 Semester
Introduction to Spanish has been prepared as a Middle School 
elective course. Grammar, vocabulary, and basic conversational 
skills are covered in a wide variety of ways to reach each learning 
style. The language itself, as well as culture, foods, and modern 
missionary experiences are discussed and experienced through 
special speakers, video clips, games, activities, and written work. 
The goal of this class is not only to give information and beginning 
speaking skills to the student, but also to create an excitement and 
anticipation towards his/her high school Spanish coursework.

Spanish I
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
This course is an introduction to the Spanish language and assumes 
no previous knowledge or limited knowledge.  The class will use 
Spanish in speaking, writing, reading and listening skills.  The 
students will be given opportunities to use the language through 
games, drama, celebrations, and special projects..

Spanish II
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations:  Spanish I or permission from the 
teacher
This course is a continuation of Spanish I.  The students will 
continue to use the language in speaking, writing, reading and 
listening skills – with a deeper exploration into the written 
language.  The students will be given opportunities to use the 
language in holiday projects, role-plays, games, videos, and stories.  

Spanish III - Honors
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Spanish II or permission from the 
teacher
This course is a continuation of Spanish II.  The students will delve 
deeper into the spoken language, literature and writing skills.  The 
students will also study cultural similarities and differences as 
well as geography and history of Spanish speaking nations.  The 
students will be given opportunities to display their skills using 
videos, audio materials, and student-centered projects to share 
with lower level students.  

Spanish IV - Honors
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Spanish III and Selection criteria, 
page 9
Spanish IV is designed as a continuation of Spanish III. In-depth 
study of the language and grammar will be emphasized along 
with literature, history, customs, traditions and current events.

AP Spanish
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Spanish III, Spanish IV (optional) or 
by teacher recommendation and Selection criteria, page 9
This advanced course focuses on Spanish for active communication 
— concentration is specifically on using and fine tuning verbal 
skills as well as writing expository compositions. Major emphasis 
is placed on reading, writing, and speaking using ‘real-life’ texts, 
interviews, and short stories. The varied accents, vocabulary  and 
idiom usage from different Latin countries are discussed and 
used as well. The last weeks of the course are dedicated toward 
the final preparation and practice for the AP Spanish Language 
examination. Students enrolled in AP courses are required to take 
the AP exam. Students are responsible for the exam fee which is 
determined by the College Board.

Other Foreign Languages
For enrichment purposes students may pursue other Foreign 
Language options through the online schools that partner with 
NCS. Other languages include:
•	 Latin
•	 Basic Mandarin
•	 AP French
•	 Portuguese
•	 Spanish Culture and 20th Century Hispanic Literature
•	 Writing in Spanish

21



22

Social Studies/Ancient World  - 6th Grade
Students are led through a survey that begins with the rise of 
civilization and ends with a study of Ancient Rome. The approach 
consists of a series of instructional practices that allow students 
of all abilities to experience key social studies concepts. The 
lessons incorporate the six types of multiple intelligence activities 
(verbal, logical, visual, kinesthetic, rhythmic, interpersonal, and 
intrapersonal) igniting each student’s passion for learning. The use 
of cooperative group work promotes higher student achievement 
and increased student interaction. With this curriculum, what 
was once a dusty, dry area of learning is now fresh, exciting, and 
engaging.

Texas History - 7th Grade
Texas history covers the history of the land and the peoples of 
Texas from the prehistoric era to the present. Major emphasis 
is on periods prior to the twentieth century. The contributions 
of various cultures and the interaction of these cultures are 
presented early and are major themes throughout the course. Map 
reading skills are a vital element of this course. The study of Texas 
history will incorporate lecture, reading skills, note-taking, map-
making, videos, and a large variety of hands-on projects for most 
units covered. Multicultural heritage, geographical influences, 
technological advancement, democracy and civil rights, individual 
and family life, intellectual and religious development, free 
enterprise and economic development, conflict and cooperation 
are topics included in this study.   

U.S. History - 8th Grade
This course is an introductory study of United States history.  The 
adventure will begin with early American Indian settlers and will 
discuss the social and cultural development of the United States 
through the Civil War.  The course attempts to create in students a 
spirit of love and appreciation for their country as well as a realistic 
view of the people and events that shaped this great nation.  An 
optional field trip is offered in the spring.

World Geography/World History - 9th Grade
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
This survey course covers the history of man from the development 
of early civilization to the Black Plague. Students see parallels in 
development across nations and note the differences that make 
nations unique. The study is flexible to allow for reevaluation of 
past events in light of more current events. Students are exposed to 
various cultures from Eastern, African, and Western civilizations. As 
the history of the world is taught, the cultural and physical aspects 
of geography are covered with relation to the countries involved.
  

World History/World Geography 
10th Grade

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
This survey course covers the history of man from the Black Plague 
to the present time. Students see parallels in development across 
nations and note the differences that make nations unique. The 
study of World History is flexible to allow for reevaluation of past 
events in light of more current events. Students are exposed to 
cultures of Eastern, African, and Western nations. As the history of 
the world is taught, the cultural and physical aspects of geography 
are covered with relation to the countries involved.

HISTORY/SOCIAL SCIENCES

 U.S. History - 11th Grade
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
This course is a survey of American history from the founding 
of the colonies to the present. The adventure will begin with 
European exploration and will cover the social and economic 
development of the United States, its foreign relations, wars, and 
key political events of today.  Emphasis is placed on past events 
and their relationship to present day conditions.  Research, 
writing, and critical thinking are stressed.

U.S. History Dual Credit - 11th Grade
HIST 1301 & HIST 1302

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Selection criteria, page 9
HIST 1301 is a survey of U.S. History from the Age of Discovery 
through the Civil War and Reconstruction. Special emphasis is 
placed on the emergence of the United States as a nation. Other 
topics will include westward expansion, slavery, the Civil War, and 
Reconstruction. The purpose of this course is to provide students 
with an interpretive analysis of the social, economic, political, and 
intellectual dynamics that shaped United States history before 1877. 
HIST 1302 is a survey of U.S. History from the end of Reconstruction 
to the present. Special emphasis is placed on the emergence of the 
United States as a world power and our subsequent assumption of 
international responsibilities. Other topics will include westward 
expansion, industrialization, immigration, World War I, World 
War II, the subsequent Cold War, Vietnam, and the collapse of the 
Soviet Empire. HIST 1301 and 1302 earn six college credit hours 
through Lone Star College.

Government
½ Credit	 1 Semester
American Government will provide a foundation in the science 
of government to increase student knowledge and skills in all 
facets of government.  Students will understand their right to 
exercise more control over government at all levels.  The course 
will be comprised of the following: the basic principles on which 
American government is based; insight into the origins, history, 
and structure of government; issues of the American system; 
political groups and parties; the American system at local, 
state and national levels; the relationship among local, state 
and national levels; the interaction among the three branches 
of the national government; and, the rights, freedoms and 
responsibilities of American citizens.  Prominence will be given 
to the Constitution of the United States.  American Government 
will seek to help students understand these course elements 
and to recognize how each applies to them personally to enable 
each to exercise his or her franchise thoughtfully and effectively.
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HISTORY/SOCIAL SCIENCES continued

Government Dual Credit - Online 
GOVT 2301

½ Credit	 1 Semester
Prerequisite and Limitations: ENGL 0305 AND ENGL 0307 or
0356, OR higher level course (ENGL 1301), OR placement by testing
A survey of national, state, and local government, including such 
topics as the U.S. and Texas Constitutions; democratic theory; 
federalism; political culture, political socialization, and public 
opinion; political participation and electoral behavior; political 
parties and interest groups; press; and local government. These 
phenomena are examined at the national, state, and local levels 
with an emphasis placed on linkages with the formulation of public 
policy. This course is offered through Lone Star College and earns 
three college credit hours. 

Economics
½ Credit	 1 Semester
Economics emphasizes the free enterprise system. The focus is 
on the basic principles concerning production, consumption, 
and distribution of goods and services in the United States and 
a comparison with those in other countries around the world. 
Students examine the rights and responsibilities of consumers and 
businesses. Students analyze the interaction of supply, demand, and 
price and study the role of financial institutions in a free enterprise 
system. Types of business ownership and market structures are 
discussed, as are basic concepts of consumer economics. 

Economics Dual Credit - Online 
ECON 2301

½ Credit	 1 Semester
Prerequisite and Limitations: ENGL 0305 AND ENGL 0307 or
0356, OR higher level course (ENGL 1301), OR placement by testing; 
Math 0306
A study of macroeconomic principles. Analysis of the market 
economy; national income accounting; income determination; 
stabilization policies: monetary and fiscal policy; money and 
banking; demand and supply-side economics; monetarist vs. 
Keynesian view; inflation theories such as distinction between 
demand-pull and cost-push theories, Phillips curve analysis; labor 
market and determination of unemployment rate. This course is 
offered through Lone Star College and earns three college credit 
hours.

Humanities Dual Credit 
HUMA 1301 & HUMA 1302 

11th or 12th Grade
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Selection criteria, page 9
HUMA 1301 (Prehistory to Gothic) is a study of interpretation 
of human experience through an introduction to music, literature, 
the visual arts, history, and philosophy. Focus is on gaining practical 
experience in inquiry, recognition, and assessment. 
HUMA 1302 (Early Renaissance to the Present) is an 
interdisciplinary, multi-perspective assessment of cultural, political, 
philosophical, and aesthetic factors critical to the formulation of 
values and the historical development of the individual and society.
HUMA 1301 and HUMA 1302 earn six college credit hours through 
Lone Star College.

Psychology and Sociology 
11th or 12th Grade

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
The psychology semester will communicate to the student the facts 
and details of psychology as a scientific discipline.  The course will 
help students understand psychological concepts as they relate to 
every day life. Topics will include developmental and physiological 
psychology, sensation, perception, remembering, language, learning, 
motivation, emotion, personality, mental disorders, and therapy.
     The sociology semester is designed to help students understand 
basic sociological principles and to help them apply them to 
situations in everyday life. Contemporary topics will be chosen to 
help students enrich their learning beyond the textbook. Through 
the participation in different exercises and applications, students 
will gain an understanding of many different areas of sociology.

Introduction to 
Conflict and Communication - Honors 

11th or 12th Grade
½ Credit	 1 Semester (Fall) 
Prerequisite and Limitations: See selection criteria, page 9. First 
Semester only.
This course provides an introduction to conflict and the 
underlying communication issues that result in conflict between 
individuals, within families and in society. We will examine a 
variety of conflict scenarios to explore basic concepts of conflict 
analysis and resolution, as well as various ways in which 
conflict resolution techniques can be practically applied. We will 
focus on some of the basic theories of conflict escalation and 
de-escalation, as well as various communication and problem-
solving skills that can be effectively applied to de-escalate conflict 
situations. This course will be academically challenging, with 
substantial writing and small-group participation requirements.  

Introduction to 
Mediation and Negotiation - Honors 

11th or 12th Grade
½ Credit	 1 Semester (Spring) 
Prerequisite and Limitations: See selection criteria, page 9. 
Introduction to Conflict and Communication. Second Semester only.
This course provides an introduction to the alternative dispute 
resolution techniques of mediation and negotiation. After laying 
the groundwork for these two approaches to peacemaking, we 
will attempt to resolve a variety of conflict scenarios by means 
of role-playing and practical application. Once we have mastered 
a basic set of mediation and negotiation skills, we will apply our 
new knowledge to resolving the complex Acts 15 summit meeting, 
which involved multiple parties and strongly held positions. In this 
sophisticated role play, we will take on the roles of the disputants, in 
order to see whether modern mediation and negotiation techniques 
would have changed the historical outcome. This course will be 
academically challenging, with substantial writing and small-group 
participation requirements.
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MATH

Math 6th Grade
The mathematics course for grade six is designed to not only 
teach mathematical concepts, but to also provide students with 
real-life situations in which their math skills can be utilized.  
Number patterns, decimals, fractions, ratios, proportions, percent, 
geometric concepts, and measurement are some of the topics 
covered. Algebra is also introduced through integers and solving 
equations. An Algebra readiness test will be given in the 6th grade. 

Math 7th Grade
Focus will be on adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing 
whole numbers, fractions, decimals, percents, and integers in 
problem solving. Using numbers in geometry, measurement, 
statistics, and probability will be emphasized in applying 
proportional relationships. Describing and interpreting data will 
be included. Algebraic concepts are also explored through solving 
one-step equations and inequalities.

PreAlgebra - 7th Grade 
Prerequisite and Limitations: Selection criteria, page 9
In PreAlgebra, topics including numerical operations, estimation,  
algebraic functions, statistics, probability, geometry, measurement, 
problem solving, algebraic operations, solving basic equations, 
and graphing will be covered. Preparation for Algebra I is the 
main emphasis. 

PreAlgebra - 8th Grade 
In PreAlgebra, topics including numerical operations, estimation,  
algebraic functions, statistics, probability, geometry, measurement, 
problem solving, algebraic operations, solving basic equations, 
and graphing will be covered. Preparation for Algebra I is the 
main emphasis. 

Algebra I - 8th Grade
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Selection criteria, page 9
Algebra I reinforces concepts learned in PreAlgebra (such 
as solving simple equations, linear graphing, proportion and 
percent) and expands into solving systems of equations and 
inequalities, factoring and simplifying polynomials, solving 
quadratic equations and working with exponents and radicals.  
Students are given a foundation for concepts that will be learned 
in Geometry, Algebra II and PreCalculus. A TI-84 graphing 
calculator is required.

Algebra I - 9th Grade
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Algebra I reinforces concepts learned in PreAlgebra (such 
as solving simple equations, linear graphing, proportion and 
percent) and expands into solving systems of equations and 
inequalities, factoring and simplifying polynomials, solving 
quadratic equations and working with exponents and radicals.  
Students are given a foundation for concepts that will be learned 
in Geometry, Algebra II and PreCalculus. A TI-84 graphing 
calculator is required.

Geometry - Academic 
9th or 10th Grade

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Informal proofs and discovery activities are used to help students 
develop a foundation in Euclidean geometry, including the study 
of parallel lines and planes, triangles, quadrilaterals, other 
polygons, and circles. A TI-84 graphing calculator is required.

Geometry - Honors 
9th or 10th Grade

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Selection criteria, page 9
Includes Euclidean geometry, an in-depth study of parallel 
lines and planes, triangles, quadrilaterals, other polygons, and 
circles. Emphasis is placed on formal proofs and logical thinking. 
A foundation in trigonometry is developed. This is a rigorous 
course taught in preparation for calculus. A TI-84 graphing 
calculator is required.

Algebra II - Academic 
10th or 11th Grade

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Algebra II includes the concepts of solving open sentences with 
one or more variables, algebraic operations with polynomials 
and rational expressions, properties of functions, matrices 
and determinants, graphing, quadratic and higher degree 
functions, complex numbers, conic sections, exponential and 
logarithmic functions, sequences and series, trigonometry, 
and probability. Technological applications of these topics will 
be  integrated into the course. A TI-84 graphing calculator is 
required.

Algebra II - Honors 
10th or 11th Grade

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Selection criteria, page 9
Algebra II Honors focuses on the algebraic concepts of  solving 
open sentences of different degrees, polynomials and rational 
expressions, function analysis, matrices and determinants, 
graphing, complex numbers, conic sections, exponential and 
logarithmic functions, sequences and series, trigonometry, and 
probability. This course emphasizes higher-level thinking and 
problem solving. Applications and technology are integrated into 
this course. This course is designed as preparation for calculus. 
A TI-84 graphing calculator is required. 

PreCalculus - Academic 
11th or 12th Grade

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Precalculus contains elements of trigonometry, analytic 
geometry, function analysis and graphing, sequences and series, 
applications of matrices and determinants, and advanced 
algebraic topics. A TI-84 graphing calculator is required.
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PreCalculus - Honors 
11th or 12th Grade

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Algebra II and selection criteria,  
page 9.
Precalculus Honors includes the study of trigonometry, analytic 
geometry, and function analysis. In-depth study of functions, 
graphs, advanced algebraic topics, proofs, and applications is 
emphasized in their relation to the calculus. An introduction to 
limits, derivatives, anti-derivatives is included. This course is 
designed as preparation for calculus. A TI-83 or TI-84 graphing 
calculator is required.

Calculus - Honors
12th Grade

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: PreCalculus Honors and Selection 
criteria, page 9.
This course includes the fundamental development of the 
calculus. Emphasis is placed on analysis of functions, limits, 
derivatives, integrals, and applications as related to rates of 
change, velocity, acceleration, graph sketching, and area under 
a curve. A TI-83 or TI-84 graphing calculator is required.

Calculus AP - AB
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: PreCalculus Honors and Selection 
criteria, page 9.
Calculus applies the study of limits, derivatives, integrals, and 
functions to various applications. Using the calculus as a problem-
solving tool and preparation for taking the Calculus AB exam is 
emphasized in this course. A TI-83 or TI-84 graphing calculator 
is required. Students enrolled in AP courses are required to take 
the AP exam at the end of the year. Students are responsible for 
the exam fee which is determined by The College Board. 

MATH continued

College Algebra
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II.
Topics include absolute value and quadratic equations and 
inequalities, graphing skills, inverse functions, logarithmic 
and exponential functions, polynomial and rational functions, 
piecewise-defined functions, theory of equations and systems 
of equations.

College Algebra - Dual Credit 
MATH 1314

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Selection criteria, page 9.
Topics include absolute value and quadratic equations and 
inequalities, graphing skills, inverse functions, logarithmic 
and exponential functions, polynomial and rational functions, 
piecewise-defined functions, theory of equations and systems 
of equations. Earns three college credit hours through Lone 
Star College.
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SCIENCE

Science - 6th Grade
The sixth  grade general science course provides an introduction 
to science disciplines which students will study in greater 
depth in junior and senior high school.  Topics covered include 
selected areas of physical science and earth science. Students 
are encouraged to observe, classify, interpret, measure, predict, 
sequence and express information through oral and written 
communication.  The daily format for this class involves 
motivational activities developed to stimulate student interest 
by reading scientific information, listening, observing, discussing, 
performing laboratory procedures and applying information to 
the world.

Life Science  - 7th Grade
Life Science is the study of the functions and features of living 
things.  The course covers the classification system, cells, 
heredity, bacteria, protists and fungi, plants, animals, the human 
body and ecology. Students will use internet-based activities, 
relevant articles and appropriate labs to discover similarities 
and differences within groups and species. Students will conduct 
both independent and collaborative research. They will present 
this research to the class using a variety of presentation methods. 
These methods include oral presentations, posters, models, 
videos, demonstrations, and skits.

IPC (Integrated Physics and Chemistry) 
8th Grade

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
IPC provides an introduction to science disciplines which 
students will study in greater depth in high school. Topics 
covered include selected areas of physical and chemical sciences. 
Students are encouraged to observe, classify, interpret, measure, 
predict, sequence and express information through oral and 
written communication. The daily format for this class involves 
motivational activities developed to stimulate student interest by 
reading scientific information, listening, observing, discussing, 
performing laboratory procedures and applying information to 
the world.

Biology  - 9th Grade
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Biology goals include developing a framework for modern 
biology. Science is a process. It builds on the bond between 
structure and function. The themes are taught with lecture and 
lab in a variety of presentation styles. With Molecular Biology 
being the foundation of the course, themes of study include 
Chemistry of Life, Cells, Genetics, Invertebrates, Vertebrates and 
Plants. All kingdoms are investigated and interrelations between 
them compared and contrasted.

Biology Honors - 9th Grade
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Selection criteria, page 9
Biology goals include developing a framework for modern biology. 
Science is a process. It builds on the bond between structure and 
function. The themes are taught with lecture and lab in a variety of 
presentation styles. With Molecular Biology being the foundation 
of the course, themes of study include Chemistry of Life, Cells, 
Genetics, Invertebrates, Vertebrates and Plants. All kingdoms 
are investigated and interrelations between them compared and 
contrasted. An Honors Biology course has higher expectations in 
the reading level of the book, greater depth and detail of topics.

Chemistry  - 10th Grade
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
The academic level chemistry class uses the “Living by Chemistry” 
curriculum developed at the University of California. The goal 
of this curriculum is to provide an inquiry-based, yearlong 
high school chemistry course that surpasses both national and 
state chemistry standards to improve science understanding 
for all students. Students learn best when they are actively 
engaged in investigating questions in an interesting context. 
To accomplish this, the curriculum is organized into five units, 
each unit covering one of the big ideas of chemistry. Each unit is 
centered on a contextual theme which holds the interest of the 
students and provides a real-world foundation for the chemistry 
concepts. Students taking this course will learn the metric system, 
how to read and make a proper graph, writing and naming 
simple compounds, predicting general chemical reactions, the 
mole, stoichiometry, gas behavior, history of the atom, nuclear 
chemistry, the periodic table, chemical bonding, solubility and 
acid/base reactions. 

Chemistry  Honors - 10th Grade
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Biology and selection criteria,  
page 9
The honors chemistry course is a fast paced, problem solving/
critical thinking course which is geared toward students who 
will be taking chemistry in college. Each chapter will have one 
lab that will be written up in ‘official laboratory form’ and several 
that are designed to help students understand the material ‘hands 
on’ but will not have lab write-ups. There will also be a test over 
each chapter. Students completing this course with a ‘B’ or better 
should be successful in a college level course. Concepts covered 
are graphing, scientific method, metric system, states of matter, 
history of the atom, structure of the atom, writing and naming 
compounds, predicting chemical reactions, moles, stoichiometry, 
bonding, gas behavior, aqueous solutions, energy in chemical 
reactions, acids and bases, and equilibrium.
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Chemistry AP - 11th or 12th Grade
1 Credit 	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Biology, Chemistry and selection 
criteria, page 9
AP chemistry is a very fast paced course that starts where honors 
chemistry left off. Students are expected to remember the basics 
from 1st year chemistry. At this printing, the book we use is the  
most popular AP chemistry book in the country (Zumdahl). To 
make sure all chemistry subjects are covered at least once, we 
start with a 6-week refresher course covering chapters 1-8, 
then go on to oxidation-reduction reactions, electrochemistry, 
organic chemistry, and nuclear chemistry. We then go back to 
learn the 1st year topics in more detail. These include molecular 
orbitals, reactions in aqueous solutions, gases, liquids and solids, 
thermodynamics, kinetics, and equilibrium. Students enrolled 
in AP courses are required to take the AP exam. Students are 
responsible for the exam fee which is determined by the College 
Board.

 
Biology AP - 11th or 12th Grade

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
AP Biology
Prerequisite and Limitations: Biology, Chemistry and selection 
criteria, page 9
The two main goals of AP Biology are to help students develop 
a conceptual framework for modern biology and to help 
students gain an appreciation of science as a process. The 
ongoing knowledge explosion in biology makes these goals 
even more challenging. Primary emphasis in an AP Biology 
course is developing an understanding of concepts rather than 
on memorizing terms and technical details. Essential to this 
conceptual understanding are the following: a grasp of science 
as a process rather than as an accumulation of facts; personal 
experience in scientific inquiry; recognition of unifying themes 
that integrate the major topics of biology; and application of 
biological knowledge and critical thinking to environmental 
and social concerns. Major themes studied will be science as 
a process, evolution, energy transfer, continuity and change, 
relationship of structure to function, regulation, interdependence 
in nature, science, technology, and society. AP Biology follows all 
College Board regulations. Students enrolled in AP courses are 
required to take the AP exam. Students are responsible for the 
exam fee which is determined by the College Board. 

HS Engineering Robotics  
11th or 12th Grade

1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Application required.
This class meets the goals of the Texas Education Agency T-STEM 
robotics program. Specifically, it provides hands-on experience 
in solving real world challenges and exposes students to physics, 
mechanics, electronics, programming, business, financial 
management, teamwork and leadership.  Students will be 
required to attend a minimum of four weekend kickoff events 
and robotics competitions per school year. In addition, this class 
will require parent involvement through helping supervise the 
students in after-school work sessions and driving to events.

SCIENCE continued

Physics - 11th or 12th Grade
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
This course is designed for the student who plans to pursue a 
Liberal Arts education in college. This physics course includes the 
concepts taught in the honors physics course; however, does not 
include the mathematical detail. More attention will be paid to 
how these concepts will impact the students lives. Students taking 
this course will learn the metric system, how to read and make a 
proper graph, velocity, acceleration, projectile motion, properties 
of matter, heat, sound electricity and magnetism, light, atomic 
and nuclear physics, and relativity. Each student will complete 
two projects (one in the fall and one in the spring) as assigned by 
the teacher. Labs do not have a formal write-up. Instead, students 
need to answer questions related to the lab work which checks 
understanding of the lab.

Physics Honors - 11th or 12th Grade
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Concurrent or previous enrollment 
in PreCalculus and selection criteria, page 9
The honors physics course is a hands-on, problem-based 
curriculum and is designed for students who plan to major in 
math or science during college. The major emphasis is placed on 
application of mathematical principles to solve physics problems. 
In a project-based environment, students will develop the skills 
of brainstorming, journaling, building prototypes, testing and 
competing. The curriculum includes graphing techniques and 
the mechanical concepts of velocity, acceleration, force, vectors, 
projectile motion, momentum, work, and energy. During the last 
portion of the course, the emphasis is on electricity, circuits, and 
magnetism.  The curriculum is designed to cover the state adopted 
Texas College Readiness Standards.

Anatomy/Physiology - 11th or 12th Grade
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Anatomy includes information on the organization of the body 
(chemistry, cells, tissues), body covering, support and movement 
(skeleton, joints, muscles), regulation and integration (nerves, 
neural integration, senses, endocrine), maintenance (blood, 
cardiovascular system, lymph, immune, respiratory, digestive, 
nutrition, urinary, fluid balance), and continuity (reproduction, 
pregnancy and development, heredity).  Learning activities will 
include library research, project preparation and presentation, 
and lecture notes.
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TECHNOLOGY

Career Development - MS (7th or 8th) 
	 1 Semester
The career development process is unique to every person and 
evolves throughout one’s life. Students will use decision-making 
and problem-solving skills for college and career planning. 
Students will explore valid, reliable educational and career 
information to learn more about themselves and their interests 
and abilities. Students integrate skills from academic subjects, 
information technology, and interpersonal communication 
to make informed decisions. This course is designed to guide 
students through the process of investigation and in the 
development of a college and career achievement plan. Students 
will use interest inventory software to explore areas of personal 
interest and explore educational requirements for a variety of 
chosen career paths.

  
Technology - 6th Grade 

	 1 Semester
This computer class is to help the students reinforce their current 
skills as well as allow them to begin exploring new technologies. 
Concepts will include keyboarding, presentations, animations, 
video, web pages, and basic office applications. Students will 
be able to work at their individual levels and be able to use 
their skills for work in other academic classes. Internet safety 
guidelines are reinforced. 
 

Technology - MS (7th or 8th) 
	 1 Semester
This one semester technology course allows students to reinforce 
their current skills as well as allow them to begin exploring new 
technologies. Concepts will include keyboarding, presentations, 
animations, video, web pages, and basic office applications. 
Students will be able to work at their individual levels and be able 
to use their skills for work in other academic classes. Internet 
safety guidelines are reinforced. 
 

Broadcast Video Technology I
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
The Broadcast Video class allows students to gain a wide variety 
of video and broadcast experiences. In this class students will 
create and broadcast news stories, shoot and edit different styles 
of video projects, learn to understand the language of video, 
and learn to be a consumer of video. Students will also produce 
a weekly news program to be viewed by the NCS community.

Broadcast Video Techology II
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Broadcast Video I.
This class is an extension of Broadcast Video I. Film production 
allows students to be creative with film and story.  Students will 
explore Motion and other video programs to create graphics, 
visual content, and transitions for the NCS weekly news 
broadcast.

Technology Applications
½ Credit	 1 Semester
Students will explore many software applications and learn 
to create products for personal, school, and business use.  
Topics covered will include:  keyboarding skills practice, word 
processing and publication layout (both Apple Pages and 
Microsoft Word), multimedia presentations (both Apple Keynote 
and Microsoft Powerpoint), and spreadsheet functions (both 
Apple Numbers and Microsoft Excel), copyright awareness, 
ethics of technology use, and online research skills.  Students will 
practice using other technology tools such as scanners, digital 
cameras, and video cameras.

Digital Photography I
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
An art course that emphasizes visualization and composition 
skills, as well as the technical aspects of photography.  Students 
are not required to use digital cameras, but most do.  Students 
practice taking photographs and improving and printing them 
in Photoshop.  Group critiques enable them to think and talk 
about photography with an eye to improving their own work.  
Outstanding photographs will be displayed and entered in 
competitions.

Digital Photography II
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Digital Photography I.
A continuation and extension of Digital Photography I, Digital 
Photography II enables students to concentrate on expression 
and to explore photography concepts in more depth.

High School Yearbook
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Application required.
Yearbook staff members must submit an application and be 
approved by the faculty advisor. Working together to create an 
actual product, students get experience in writing, photography, 
editing, sales and time management.  Working on the yearbook 
staff is more like real world work experience than any other 
high school course.
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TECHNOLOGY continued

Middle School Yearbook - 7th or 8th Grade
	 1 or 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Application required.
This class will be a 1st semester only or year long elective that 
will enable students to be introduced to the process of putting 
a yearbook together. It will primarily focus on covering MS 
events, getting quotes, and taking photographs. These students 
will work under an advisor and the High School editorial staff. 
These students will be the backbone of the middle school pages 
to the yearbook!

Computer Science I - Honors
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Students will focus on problem solving skills and the Java 
programming language. Topics will include computer history, 
programming basics, object-oriented programming and user 
interfaces. Through collaborative and individual projects, 
students will practice programming variables, data types, and 
control structures in an object-oriented style. Students may also 
have the opportunity to compete in team programming contests.

Computer Science II, III, IV - Honors
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Students who have already taken the Computer Science I Honors 
course may continue to advance their programming skills on an 
independent basis. Students may also have the opportunity to 
compete in team programming contests.

Music Theory & Composition I
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
This course is for the serious music student who is considering 
majoring in music in college or is highly motivated to compose.  
This class will cover music composition, analysis, melodic and 
harmonic dictation and basic keyboard skills. Students enrolled in 
this class will have Finale, Auralia and other specialized software 
programs loaded on their laptops to complement the text and 
workbook for the class.

Music Theory & Composition II - Honors
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Music Theory & Composition I or 
permission from the teacher.   
A continuation and extension of Music Theory I which offers 
students the opportunity for deeper exploration of music concept 
and composition.

GenTech Internship
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Generation Tech.
The student in the GenerationTECH Internship course will 
work one-on-one with the Staff Tech Team as both a student 
and a troubleshooter. The student will learn the technical 
and communication skills necessary to troubleshoot, fix, and 
maintain the technology used at NCS. At the same time, the 
student will be part of the NCS technology support team, 
helping students and teachers keep their computers running 
properly.  The student will be exposed to troubleshooting, time 
management, peer mentoring, resource development, problem 
solving and will have the opportunity to develop competency 
with numerous computer programs and procedures. This is 
a great opportunity for individual students to develop their 
technical skills.

GenerationTECH
(Student Technology Support Team - 9th - 12th grade) 

1 Credit	                                                                         2 Semesters
Students taking the GenerationTECH course will be in the 
program as both a student and a troubleshooter. Students will 
learn the technical and communication skills necessary to 
troubleshoot, fix, and maintain the technology used at NCS. At the 
same time, students will be part of the NCS technology support 
team to help students and teachers keep their computers running 
properly. All students will be exposed to troubleshooting, time 
management, peer mentoring, resource development, problem 
solving and will have the opportunity to develop competency 
with numerous computer programs and procedures.

MS Robotics
                                                                                              2 Semesters
Prerequisite and Limitations: Application required.
This course for middle school students will emphasize math 
topics used in programming robotics.  Students will have the 
opportunity to build and program simple robots. This elective 
will be appropriate for students who are interested in math 
competitions, desire to stretch their knowledge of mathematical 
concepts, and are interested in applying math to real-world 
settings and robotics. Students should have an 80 or above 
average in their current math class and be open to new and 
challenging concepts. Students must apply for this class and be 
willing to sign a contract agreeing to attend a minimum of two 
weekend robotics competitions per school year. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

MIDDLE SCHOOL
 

Physical Education/Athletics
	 2 Semesters Per Year
Year-long class focusing on conditioning and lifelong recreational 
sports and games. All middle school students are required to 
take P.E. each year. Approval for off-campus PE will only be given 
for category I participation (minimum of 15 hours per week). 
Academic counselor approval required prior to participation.

Middle School Athletics
(Try-out required)

Year long or semester class focusing on strength and conditioning 
with team emphasis for individuals participating in team sports. 
 
Boys: Baseball, Basketball, Cross Country, Football, Soccer, Track
Girls: Basketball, Cheerleading, Cross Country, Soccer, Softball, 
Track, Volleyball

HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETICS

Boys Athletics - Fall
½ Credit	 1 Semester
First semester strength and conditioning course with team 
emphasis for individuals participating in basketball, cross 
country, football, soccer or off-season Spring sport preparation. 
(Students enrolled in athletics may not enroll in an additional 
strength and conditioning class.) 

Boys Athletics- Spring
½ Credit	 1 Semester
Second semester strength and conditioning course with team 
emphasis for individuals participating in baseball, basketball, 
golf, soccer, tennis, track and field or off-season Fall sport 
preparation. (Students enrolled in athletics may not enroll in an 
additional strength and conditioning class.) 

Girls Athletics - Fall
½ Credit	 1 Semester
First semester strength and conditioning course with 
team emphasis for individuals participating in basketball, 
cheerleading, cross country, soccer, volleyball or off-season 
Spring sport preparation. (Students enrolled in athletics may not 
enroll in an additional strength and conditioning class.) 

Girls Athletics - Spring
½ Credit	 1 Semester
Second semester strength and conditioning course with 
team emphasis for individuals participating in basketball, 
cheerleading, golf, soccer,  softball, tennis, track and field or 
off-season Fall sport preparation. (Students enrolled in athletics 
may not enroll in an additional strength and conditioning class.) 

Strength & Conditioning
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
This course is designed to improve physical strength, muscular 
endurance, speed, quickness, and agility. Students will follow 
the Bigger, Faster, Stronger program, as well as the QST Agility, 
Speed and Power program.

Manager/Trainer
½ Credit	 1 Semester
Prerequisite and Limitations: Candidates are typically selected 
and approved by head coach of applicable sport. 
Student athletic trainers and student managers will gain 
knowledge and skills required in careers in the health care and 
management industry. Responsibilities of this job include but 
are not limited to the following: maintenance of the first aid 
kits, equipment checks, fill water bottles and ice chest, aid in 
the treatment of injuries, taping and updating supply lists. The 
Manager/Trainer will be required to attend all practices and 
games. 
 



Service Hours are required to enhance social and academic 
learning while developing character and citizenship skills.

Middle School Requirement
15 hours per year of attendance at NCS 

Middle School Service Award
100 hours in one year

High School Requirement
20 hours per year of attendance at NCS

High School Service Award
100 hours in one year

Service Hour forms are available on our website, 
www.northlandchristian.org, under Student Life. All forms 
need to be submitted to the receptionist in Building 1. The 
service hour year is April 1st to March 31st.

Service Hours should be pre-planned activities such 
as National Charity Organizations, Mission Trips* and 
community service volunteer work. A parent signature can 
be substituted if the supervisor’s signature is not available.  
Service hours should be limited to the actual hours serving, 
not travel and sleeping hours. All service hours are unpaid 
hours.

The required number of service hours for HS and MS are 
benchmarks only. Upon graduation from middle school or high 
school, the entire number of hours will be required (per number 
of years in attendance at NCS). If you are working toward the 
Middle School Service Award or the High School Service Award, 
which is 100 service hours in one school year, forms are due by 
Friday, March 30th.

Note: Some secular colleges and universities will only recognize  
secular service hours.
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ADDITIONAL SERVICE

Language Enrichment
Language Enrichment uses Multisensory Reading and Spelling 
which is designed for students in grades 6-12 who are reading 
inefficiently, who have weak word attack skills, and/or have  
difficulty with spelling and the written language. The course 
teaches word division into syllables, the division of longer words,  
reliable spelling patterns, rules for adding suffixes, word origins 
and frequently misspelled words. Language Enrichment also 
includes reading comprehension and fluency, cursive handwriting 
practice, multisensory grammar, composition, and vocabulary 
building. It is an Alphabetic Phonics based therapeutic curriculum, 
particularly effective for students who have learning differences. 
This service requires an additional fee.

Introduction to Athletic Training
1 Credit	 2 Semesters
This class is designed to introduce athletic training fundamentals 
to high school students in an environment built on teamwork 
and responsibility. The students will learn all forms of taping and 
wrapping, basic first aid techniques, will be certified in CPR (Cardio 
Pulmonary Resuscitation) and the use of an AED (Automatic 
External Defibrillator). They will receive instructions in OSHA 
(Occupational Safety and Health Administration) standards for 
“blood-born pathogens” as well as medical terminology and 
anatomy. On the field/court, students will assist in practice and 
game preparation. In the training room, students will utilize their 
skills in taping and first aid, preparing first aid kits, and assisting 
in different forms of rehabilitation as well as stocking supplies.

HIGH SCHOOL 
GENERAL ELECTIVE

ONLINE COURSES

Students requesting to take an online class must be approved by 
the selection committee. Students requesting to take honors or 
AP level classes online must meet the same criteria as face-to-face 
classes. Students wishing to take online classes for enrichment 
must demonstrate a willingness to learn and the self-discipline 
to work independently. Teacher recommendations and the online 
skills survey will be used by the selection committee to determine 
a student’s readiness for online classes. An online class contract 
is required for each course.

SERVICE HOURS 
REQUIREMENTS



NOTES
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